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THE VALUE OF EXTRACT OF 
MALT AND LOEFLAND’S CON- 
CENTRATED LIEBIG’S FOOD 


FOR INFANTS, AND AN AC-) 


The mineral substances probably under- 
go little change in the human body ; the 
oleaginous do not now concern us; the 
albuminoid, having been ingested, are in 


COUNT OF THEIR INTRODUC- | the stomach reduced to a uniform sub- 


TION TO THE MEDICAL PRO- 
FESSION. 


By W. A. Greene, M.D., Macon, Ga. 





Liebig’s Extract of Malt and Food 
for Infants have now been long enough 
before the werld to enable most men to 
form their own opinions as to their spe- 
cifie value as articles of food and articles 
of medicine. Nevertheless, it may ‘not 
be amiss, on our part, to point out brief- 
ly what has been ascertained as to their 
worth, and to indicate some of the many 
uses to which they ought to be put. 

Meat, as an article of diet, owes its 
value partly to the mineral substances it 
contains, and partly to the organic com- 
pounds, albuminoid and oleaginous. 





stance, termed albuminose or peptone, by 
means of the acid and pepsin of the gas- 
tric secretion. All albuminoid substances 
are so—including albumen, fibrin, etc, — 
but the conversion of amylaceous prin- 
ciples into saccharine, in the human 
economy, is accomplished by the secre- 
tions from the salivary glands and pan- 
creas, which secrete analogous princi- 
ples—that existing in the salivary secre- 
tions, known as ptyalin, and that in the 
pancreatic juice as pancreatin. Now, 
there is in malted barley a substance 
analogous to these, which has a strong 
power of changing starch into sugar, as 
the pepsin in the gastrie juice has the 
power of converting albuminous sub- 
stances into peptone. This substance in 
malted barley is called diastase, and is 
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formed during the process of germina-| secretion from the salivary glands; con- 
tion or malting, a very small proportion | sequently, no animal diastase. But in 
ef which converts an almost indefinite} malted barley, there is a substance, called 
proportion of starch into sugar. Now,| vegetable diastase, precisely similar to 
when the animal system is incapable,|that formed in the salivary secretions 
from abnormal causes, of converting! after teething, It is well known that 
starch food into sugar, we must aid it/all farrinacious food is very valuable as 
by supplying an artificial saliva, as it) nutriment; but who, with this knowle 
were, thus making extract of malt a edge of facts, would think of giving it to 
most valuable therapeutic agent for the! infants as an article of diet? Yet, it is 
treatment of enfeebled and exhausted|done every day—and why? Because 
constitutions, being rich in both muscle these physiological facts are either not 
and fat, producing material, the diastase known or are neglected. Long before 
possessing the property of converting the French chemist, Miache, read his 
about two thousand times its weight of Memoire before the French Academy, an- 
starch into glucose, thus preparing a nouncing his discovery of diastase in sa- 
product ehich normally enters the blood liva, and its functions, and before Baron 
and at once beeomes a nutritious ele-| Justus von Liebig discovered vegetable 
ment. We at once perceive how valu- diastase in malted barley, had our moth- 
able must this remedy be in dyspeptic ers and nurses found that “ chewed bis- 
and all other stomachic disorders, caused cuit ” was “ good for the babie.” Then 
by non-assimilation of starch food. knowledge was practical and experi- 
There are varied combinations of other mental; but the celebrated chemist de- 
medicines with extract of malt which in- | monstrated it scientifically, from which 
finitely increases and qualifies its good resulted the noted formula for preparing 
effects, which I shall reserve for another!“ Liebig’s Soup for Infants,” which 
paper. proved such a blessing to the human 
The careful selection of food for in-| race, and saved myriads of lives. 

fants who are deprived of the mother’s. In 1865, Mr. Edward Loefland estab- 
milk is a subject of more importance lished a factory at Stuttgart, Germany, 
than generally supposed. If it was solely for the manufacture of this “soup” 
properly comprehended, the common er- in the form of a concentrated extract. 
ror of recommending arrow-root, corn Professor Liebig had published his 
starch, tapioca, rice, oatmeal, or other formula for the infants’ soup in 1863, 
starch food, would not occur. It is a which was composed of wheat flour, malt 
grave error, and one very injurious to/ flour, and potana in certain proportions, 
infants, for this reason: before teething, which, when properly prepared, accord- 
animal diastase, the starch-converting ing to directions, was chemically identi- 
substance, not being secreted, all such cal with the mother’s milk. Although 
food, when taken into the stomach, re- scientifically so correct, it proved a fail- 
mains undigested, not as food, but a ure, practically, from the tedious and in- 
jelly-like mass, non-assimilable, foreign, convenient process of its preparation. 
and sure to irritate the delicate mem- This great, good, and learned man was 
branes of the alimentary canal, produc- humiliated and mortified by this lack of 
ing chronic diarrhea and “summer com- | appreciation of his efforts by his coun- 
plaint,” which annually destroys its trywomen. They never tired in the ape 
thousands of infants. But after teeth- propriation of his discoveries which 
ing, a substance is secreted by the sali- ‘would adorn and beautify their persons, 
vary glands, which has the power of/regardless of expense, time or fatigue, 
changing starch-food and converting it; but the babie-food was too much trouble 
into malt-sugar. Of course, before the/to prepare! 

teeth are formed, there is no saliva—no; In order both to illustrate the duties 
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and sacrifices which should characterize 
maternal devotion, and to prove the ab- 
solute correctness of his investigations, 
with his own hands he prepared the 
“soup” for a delicate grandchild, who 
required to be thus nourished, several 
times each day. The result was as grate 
ifying as his example was brilliant. 

About this time, the practical and 
zealous Loetland came to the assistanee 
of Professor Liebig, and suggested that 
if the above obstacles could be overcome, 
‘and the “soup,” in its original composi- 
tion, brought to the notice of the profes- 
sion and the public in an easily and con- 
veniently prepared form, its great ben- 
efits would not be lost, but would pre- 
serve its identity and perpetuate its ex- 
istence in the upward and onward mis- 
‘sion for which it was instituted and sent 
forth to accomplish. 

In the spring of 1866, Prefessor Lie- 
big visited the establishment of Loefland, 
in company with Professor von Fehling, 
professor of chemistry at the Polytechnic 
School of Stuttgart. The former ex- 
pressed his entire satisfaction, not only 
of the product obtained, but also ap- 





proved the theory, apparatus, and entire 
management of the establishment. Thus! 
was perfected “ Loefland’s Concentrated 
Liebig’s Food for Infants.” 

While these scientists were inspecting 
this establishment, Professor Liebig in- 
formed Mr. Loefland that he had pre- 
pared, at his Laboratory in Munich, a 
malt-sugar, according to the old phar- 
macopeia, and that he would suggest as 
a nutriment, resolvent, and emollient, | 
the manufacture of a concentrated extract 
of malt that eombined.all the nitrogen- 
ous, albuminous bodies, the phosphates, 
and a large proportion of malt-sugar. 
Mr. Loefland had all the faeilities for 
making such an extract in his establish- 
ment. Professor Liebig urged him to 
go ahead. Loefland again began to ex- 
periment and manufacture—the products 
of which experience were exhibited at 
the Exposition, in Paris, in 1867, and 





secured the first prize. This was. its 
first triumph before the public and the 


profession, sinee which time it has been 
the recipient of numerous awards wher- * 
ever presented, and has won the confi- 
dence of all who have used it, in conse- 
quence of which the demand increased 
to such an extent that the old arrange- 
ment was too limited, and the space has 
been greatly enlarged, and improved 
machinery procured, until to-day it is, 
indeed, a mammoth concern, supplying 
pure, concentrated, and reliable malt to 
all portions of the globe. I do not hes- 
itate to recommend their preparations to 
the profession and public as unexcelled 
in all respects, and invaluable for the 
purposes indicated. 

In another paper, I will speak more 
particularly of its merits, and also refer 
to some of its valuable combinations. 

I should have stated that Mr. A. C. 
Dung, 61 Bowery, New York, and John 
Wyeth & Brother, 1428 Walnut street, 
Philadelphia, are the exclusive agents 
for its sale in the United States. But it 
will soon be found in every drug store 
in the country. 


LACERATION OF THE PENIS. 


By A. A. Lyon, M.D., Shrevesport, La. 





Not long since I was called in great 
haste to see Willie B., a boy about seven 
years of age, who, in the performance of 
his childish pranks, had severely lacer- 
ated his penis. The accident occurred 
in this wise: The little fellow had fas- 
tened an ordinary trace-chain at either 
extremity, to the posts of a wide door- 
way; the slack of this chain was in the 
center, supported by a pole or stick into 
the upper end of which was driven a 
nail, and this thrust through one of the 
links, in its application not unlike that 
of a prop to aclothes line. He leaped 
astride this chain near its juncture with 
the prop, and was engaging in a variety 
of evolutions, which he denominated 
“playing circus. At an unfortunate 
moment a fold of the skin investing his 
penis was caught between the link and 


‘the nail, inflicting severe pain and cause 
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ing him to fall. In this fall the lacera- 
* tion occurred. Upon examination fully 
three-fourths of the organ was found to 
be completely denuded. Posteriorly the 
skin was stripped from a point midway 
between the scrotum and prepuce for- 
ward to the margin of the latter, thence 
backward anteriorly to the pubis, the 
separated skin at this point hanging by 
a narrow strip or pedicle, not wider than 
a large brown straw. Imagine, if you 
choose, the finger of a kid glove upon 


aneesthetized by my friend, Dr. A. R. 
Booth, who kindly assisted me on the 
occasion, and the detached and pendent 
portion of skin was cut away with a pair 
of scissors. With a sharp bistoury I 
then completely divided, superiorly, the 
foreskin, (which was, as usual, quite re- 
dundant), from its margin to the corona 
glandis, and below and nearly opposite 
a similar incision contiguous to the fre- 
num, yet taking care to avoid injuring 
it. The divided prepuce was then 





the hand torn from the middle of the 
palmer aspect of the enclosed finger for- 
ward over the end back to the knuckle 
hanging there only by a shred, leaving 
three-fourths of the finger bare, and you 
have an illustration of the case before 
you. 

As seen from above the organ was in 
its entire length wholly deprived of its 


natural covering and looked as red and | 


rs raw as a flayed beef. In this aspect | 
of the case the following methods of' 
treatment were suggested, Either, first, | 
to replace and co-aptate the torn skin 


carried back and stitched by five or six 
‘interrupted sutures to the sound skin be- 
ihind it. The sutures were made with 
ordinary surgeon’s silk, though for some 
|reasons it might have been best to have 
‘employed silver wire, yet the silk was. 
/more convenient and is moreover, in 
“some respects preferable, in a case of this 
‘kind. In the present instance it an- 
swerd well. 

The operation, of course, exposed the 
glands, and constituted practical cireum- 
cision. 

The after-treatment was as simple az 





and stitch it back as accurately as pos-' the operation. The organ was enveloped 
sible, relying upon the little dormal ina little greasy rag, and over this a 
isthmus above alluded to to supply the; miniature roller bandage was applied, as 
requisite pabulum for the adhesive and a support, and to control the swelling. 
healing processes. Second, to remove For a day or two a cold water dressing 
the pendulous fragment and trust to was used, and afterwards a simple ap- 
superficial granulation without further! plication of carbolized cerate, in cons 


operation; and third, to incise the fore- 
skin, retract iis margin and attach the 
same by sutures to the remaining sound | 
skin. 

The first plan seemed quite feasible, 
and in all probability would have proven 


junction with a mixture of equal parts of 
baselicon ointment and sweet oil, using 
one or the other as circumstances seemed. 
to require. 

On the fifth and sixth days I removed 
the sutures. From the beginning the 





satisfactory but was not adopted for the | 
reason that in case of failure, in this way, | 


to obtain reunion, the parts, after the ex- | 


| 


periment, would not be in so favorable 
a condition for another operation as they 
were at that time. 

The second would have been really 
uneurgical, and was not seriously con- 
sidered, though it likewise might have 
terminated favorably. 

The plan last named was the one 
therefore adopted. The operation was 


case went on rapidly and without an un- 
'toword symptom to complete recovery. 

From the health and youth of the 
subject, and the known reparative powers 
of the penis, I felt sure the case would 
terminate favorably. Yet was appre- 
hensive, and so expressed myself to the 
parents, that there would be more or less. 
deformity, and in the condition of erec- 
| tion, probably inconvenience resulting, 
from the cicatrix, that might in future 
require another little operation to re- 





the simplest possible: The patient was 


lieve. 
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In ten or twelve days the little fellow 
was up, out and playing as usual, though 
he expressed his purpose, in future, to 
eschew all acrobatic circus performances. 
He passed from my observation till very 
recently, when I again examined him, 
and was almost surprised to find the 
parts seemingly perfect in form and 
function. The glands, of course, were, 
largely exposed, but the cicatrix, which 
I feared would form a constricting band 





upon evidence in point of utility which 
is not quite trustworthy. 

So much, in fact, has been written, of 
late, on the cold water treatment of 
typhoid fever, that the subject would 
seem to be well nigh exhausted ; and the 
only apology that I have to offer for this 
encroachment upon an already fully oc- 
cupied field, is that I hope that some of 
the suggestions I_ shall make will be 
more easily carried out in private prac- 


and lead to more or less distortion, was | tice than those usually given by men 
a scarcely discovered white line, while) who have at their command the abun- 
the skin appeared to be just as disten-| dant resources of a well direeted hos- 
sible in its course as anywhere else. No pital. 
complaint had ever been made, and Iam) Much, however, as this subject has 
sure none will ever be. | been discussed, and in spite of the won- 
This, Mr. Editor, is a little case, and | derful statistics lately published by 
a very simple one to report in a medical | Liebermeister, showing the beneficial 
» journal, yet it is very practical, and one effects of the cold bath as an antipyretic 
that involves a highly important mem- agent, during my late visits to the Eng- 
ber of the human economy. A little| lish and French hospitals I found that 
carelessness or mismanagement on the| typhoid fever was generally treated by 
part of the medical attendant might’ the administration of the mineral acids, 
have resulted very sadly for the parties; much after the plan that I was taught 
interested, while the exercise of a mor-|in the the first lectures I attended a 


dicum of ¢ommon sense, and perhaps a, 
very little of surgical skill, it may be, | 
has turned the mishap of my little pati- 
ent to his advantage, for if there be any 
benefits, hygienic or otherwise, in the 
Mosaic operation of cireumcision, we 
have them all here, though under a gen- 
tile regime and modification, so that in 
this respect at least, we may possibly re- 
gard the little fellow’s “latter state as 
better than his first.” 





MANAGEMENT OF FEVERS IN} 
GERMANY, 


By W.S. Catpweit, M.D., Vienna, Austria. 








In the following article I may not be 
able to advance any new ideas upon the | 


quarter of a century ago. In a course 
of lectures delivered by the professor of 
practical medicine in one of the New 
York colleges during the last winter, om 
the same subject, he never even referred 
to the benefits to be derived from the 
use of the cold bath -in the managemeat 
of this disease. 

A late work on the nature and man- 
agement of fevers (Ulber Wesen and 
Behandlung des Fiebers), by Dr. Carl 
Emil Buss, of Bale, is now attracting at- 
tention in Germany. ' 

The writer isa warm advocate of the 
fermentation theory as a cause of the 
febrile state, and he says that the irritant 
is a living organism, which, by its mul- 
tiplication in the circulation, calls forth 
the leison in each particular case, 

“Others again claim that the presence 





subject of the management of the febrile | of a living organism in the blood is not 
state. I propose, however, to discuss | the prime cause of the complex symp- 
certain methods of procedure which are} toms, but that the products of decom- 
regarded by most practitioners of medi-| position which are produced by them, 
cine as either teo impracticable for adop- | are more likely to act as an irritant, and 
tion in private practice, or as resting! thus cause the rise in temperature.” 
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The injection of putrid matters inte 
the circulation is found, he says, to pro- 
duce septic fever in a direct ratio to the 
quantity of bacteria which such fluid 
contains. One of the most pernicious 
results that follow as a sequel of fevers, 
isa degeneration of the muscular sub- 
stance of the heart, and a parenchyma- 
tous change in other organs essential to 
life. “Although hyperpyrexia may ac- 
count in part for these results, it is prob- 
able that they are also largely produced 
by the presence of living animalcule, 
which as yet we are unable to discern, 
but which act essentially the same as the 
trichina spiralis upon the muscles of the 
body when it has gained access to the 
system.” 

Taking this view of the nature of 
fevers in general, which the author 
claims are, in their manifestations, essen- 
tially the same, our remedies should be 
such as have a tendency to destroy these 
low forms of animal life. “It is won- 
derful th t those remedies which are the 
most powerful anti-pyretics, all possess 
in an eminent degree antiseptic proper- 
ties also. In confirmation of the above 
theory, it is found that the remedies that 
act so happily in reducing animal heat 
when we have a high temperature, pro- 
duce little or no effect when given toa 
healthy individual. It is very probable 
that ti:e anti-pyretic properties of these 
drugs are effected by their combination 
within the circulation with the septic 
element that produced the fever, and in 
this way we have a favorable result pro- 
duced.” 

While the author is a warm advocate 
of the use of cold baths to reduce the 
temperature in fevers, he thinks that 
their use should be supplemented by 
other treatment, for in such diseases as 
diphtheria, scarlatina and the worst 
forms of abdominal typhus, our patient 
is stricken down at once, and succumbs 
rapidly to the overpowering effects of a 
prime cause, that our symptomatic treate 
ment fails to reach. 

The indications in the treatment of 
fevers are, first, to neutralize the “causal 





irritant ;” and, second, to use such other 
means as we have at our command, to 
assist in the reduction of the tempera- 
ture. 

To fulfill the first indication. the best 
remedies are the salicylates and cresoti- 
nic acid. Buss says, “the antipyretic 
effects of the salicylate of soda cannot be 
equalled by any other drug. It is far 
preferable to the salt~ of cinchona, be- 
cause it does not retard the elimination 
of carbonic acid in the system, and acts 
more energetically in reducing the ani- 
nal heat. Within three or four hours 
after the drug was given, the fall of tem- 
perature was generally from two to three 
degrees, but when given largely, the ree 
duction was as much as five degrees. 
The formula for the use of this remedy 
in typhoid fever is as follows: 


Salicylate ofsoda................... 15 
Syrup of cinnamon... ..........6..06 30° 
PMB E La sea been eeu o aaa san yekes 180 Mix. 


Give one tablespoonful every three 
hours, excepting eight hours of the night, 
when the patient is allowed to sleep. 

Should this dose offend the stomach, 
he advises to give one-third the quantity 
and repeat the dose every hour. 

Cresotinic acid, given to the extent of 
10 to 15 grams in the 24 hours, was 
found equally efficacious. 

The effect of these remedies was, as the 
author asserts, to shorten the duration of 
typhoid fever. Their internal use was 
in most cases supplemented by the use of 
the cold bath, but as this part of the sub- 
ject is not very different from that given 
by Liebermeister, I will not quote the 
latter in this connection.—Journal and 
Examiner. 





TYPHOID FEVER OF CHIL- 
DREN. 





In the typhoid fever of children he 
gives, toa child six years of age, a tea- 
spoonful every three hours of a three 
per cent. solution of the salicylate of 
soda, 

If the temperature does not run 
higher than 38.3° C., he uses no other 
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treatment except nourishment in a fluid) after some hours the patient recovered 
form, and red claret wine in doses ac- from the effects of the drug. In this 
cording to the tendeney that exists to a ease, although there was such a marked 


Whenever 
the thermometer in the axilla registers a 
temperature above 38.3° C., he then re- 
sorts to the use of cold packing with 
water ranging from 13° C. to 18° C. If 
the case be a more severe one, and the 
temperature runs as high as 40° C. to; 
40.5° C., he resorts to cold baths, put- 
ting the patient into water at 30° C., 
and then adding cold water to reduce it 
from 18° to 24° C. These baths are 
only used as long as the fever is very, 


failure of the heart’s action. 





reduction of temperature at the time, the 
following day the exacerbation of the 
fever was the same as before the reme- 
dy was given. 

The inference drawn by Dr Monti from 
this case, as well as from an extensive 
trial of the drug in other cases of typhoid 
fever, is that quinia only acts as a de- 
cided anti-pyretic when given in doses 
that must be considered as poisonous in 
size, and that even when these doses are 
given daily, they exercise no influence in 





high, the patient being kept in them from, shortening the duratien of the attack. 
10 to 30 minutes, according to the time’ As bearing on this question of the 
necessary to reduce the temperature. _| anti-pyretic effects of quinia in this dis- 
Speaking of the effects of quinia in| ease, 1 will give the following case from 
fevers (upon which subject the doctor re-| my own private note-book. During the 
marked that the average physician was fall of 1875, while we were having a 
was a maniac), he only gives the remedy, severe epidemic of typhoid fever in War- 
in their later stages, and then in small ren, Illinois, I was ealled to attend the 
doses as a tonic. | daughter, aged 13 years, of Mr. H——, 
To illustrate in what manner quinia a lawyer of that town. 
acts as an anti-pyretic, he related the fol-' The patient had enjoyed previous good 
lowing case: health, and was large and well developed 
“T was called a few days ago in con-| for her age. 
sultation with another physician to see} The attack was severe from the out- 
a child aged ten years, suffering from! set, the temperature running to 40 deg. 
typhus abdominalis. As the attending! C. after the first week, and rising to 40.5 
physician was fond of giving quinia in’ deg. C. after the middle of second, and 
this disease, I finally consented that the| was accompanied by marked cerebral 
patient might have 6 decigrams of the disturbance. My plan has always been 
drug, divided inte three doses, and given to combat vigorously a temperature that 
at intervals of three hours, just before! reaches or exceeds 40 deg. C. For this 
the exacerbation of the fever. The phy-' purpose I usually wring cloths from 
sician not understanding the metric sys-| water varying from 15 deg. to 20 deg. 
tem of weights (it having been intro- C., and envelop the body from under the 
duced into Austria only a few years), axilla to the knees. 
wrote his prescription for 6 grams in-| If the patient be an adult, the cloth 
stead of decigrams.” Dr. Monti was used should be as large as a common 
called again soon after the child had _ sheet. 
taken the last dose, and found it was} I direct that these cloths should be 
deaf as an adder, breathing heavily, and | changed as often as every 15 to 20 min- 
capable of being aroused only to semi- utes, until the temperature is brought 
consciousness with great difficulty. The dowa te a point that I consider compati- 
temperature was reduced to 35.5 deg. C./ ble with the safety of the patient, say to 
in the axilla, though before the remedy 38 deg. or 39 deg. C. 
was taken it was40 deg. C. Stimulants; To use this remedy requires consider- 
were given, cold was applied to the head, | able judgment on the part of the nurse, 
and warm applications to the feet, and| with whom I always leave a thermome- 
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ter,so that my cold applications may be 
used intelligently. 

As sometimes happens, the case above 
referred to was very sensitive to the ap- 
plication of the wet pack, and so after 
trying it ina rather unsatisfactory man- 
ner for a week, I determined to discon- 
tinue its use, and resort to quinia to ful- 
fill the indications for which I had been 
using the eold water. 

With this view I gave her 0.48 gram 
of the remedy at 4, 6 and 8 o’clock p. m., | 
for three days in succession. The effect 
of the drug was to increase the nervous | 
disturbance with my patient, without in 
the least lessening the temperaeure of the | 
body, and finding her in every way worse | 
at the expiration of this time, I fell | 
back with renewed energy on my hydro- | 
pathic treatment of the case. | 

From this time on I gave no medicine 
save a single dose of chlorai-hydrate at 
night, kept the temperature down’ to 
38.3 deg. C., and my patient grew grad- 
ually better and made a good recovery, 
aftera duration of the fever of eighteen 
days. 

In Prof. Duchek’s wards here in Vi- 
enna, to which, by the courtesy of his | 
first assistant, Dr. Brenner, I have had | 
free access at all times, the treatment of | 
the milder cases of typhoid fever is en- | 
tirely expectant. | 

The patient is given small doses of 
dilute sulphuric acid, but as this is their | 
universally prescribed placebo, it must 
not be considered in the light of an at- 
tempt at medication. 

One point in their dietetic rules here 
is worthy of note, and that is that no 
patient who has typheid fever of even 
the miidest type, is allowed a single 
mouthful of food as long as he has any 
increase of temperature. Milk, soup and 
claret wine are used exclusively as nour- 
ishment. 

When the case is more severe, and any 
treatment is considered necessary, either 
salicylate of soda or quinia is given. 

The former is preferred in the earlier 
stages of the disease, or where there ex- 








‘fashion of a lady’s night-dress. 


ists any marked tendency to cerebral 
hyperemia. 

The manner of prescribing the remedy 
is as follows : 


Salicylate of soda.................. 5 
Syrup of raspberry................ 20 
MMR ci cuGnaee sss sa5s yy arssses seo 200 Mix 


Give one tablespoonful every 3 hours 
during the waking hours of the patient, 
or from 14 to 16 hours out of the twenty- 


four. 


When quinia is used, 1 gram is given 
in the twenty-four hours, usually in 
three doses, at 2, 5 and 8 p.m. 

Cathartics are not given, the bowels 
being moved every three or four days 
by injections. 

But it is to the manner of using cold 
water in these wards that I wish to call 
the attention of the reader, as it is en- 
tirely practicable, and its value such as 
after considerable experience I have verie 
fied in my own practice. 

First, baths are entirely ignored. 

The arguments against them, are :— 
first, that their use involves an amount 


of discomfort to the patient, that is not 


compensated for by any additional ad- 
vantage that they offer over the wet 
sheet. 

Second, in using them it is necessary 
to subject the patient to an amount of 
physical exertion that is likely to act 
deleteriously on the future course of the 
disease. In other words, they deem it 


essential that the patient should be kept 


as absolutely quiet as possible during the 


‘whole course of the fever. 


If he be feeble, in the latter stages of 
the disease, he is not allowed to rise up- 
right in bed, even to evacuate the blad- 
der or bowels. 

This perfect quiet is suppesed to re- 
tard the fatty metamorphosis in the mus- 
cular tissue of the heart and other or- 
gans, 

Fever patients here are usually dresse 
ed in a single garment, open in frent, 
reaching to the feet, somewhat after the 
A rub- 


ber sheet is put over the mattress to pre- 
‘vent its becoming damp. When the 
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temperature rises to a point that is 
thought to be unsafe, they resort to the 
cold pack, and use it in the following 
manner. The patient, being dressed as 
above indicated, a sheet is wrung out of 
water of a temperature varying from 7.5 
deg. to 15.5 C., and in this his entire 
body is enveloped, and over this is 
thrown a dry cuvering. These sheets 
are changed every 14 to 20 minutes for 
from two to five times, a thermometer 
being kept constantly in the axilla to de- 
note the fall in temperature that is re- 
quired. 

After the temperature has fallen, the 
patient’s garment as well as his bedding 
is changed, for the sake of dryness. 

By the assistance of two intelligent 
nurses, all this is accomplished with the 
least possible amount of exertion on the 
part of the patient. 

If he be decidedly feeble, he is given 
either brandy alone or milk punch be- 
fore the wet sheets are used. 

The advantage of the procedure abeve 
given is that it can be carried out easily 
in private practice, which is not the case 
with the cold baths as recommended by 
Leibermeister.—6. 


THE THERAPEUTICAL USE OF 
IODINIZED MILK. 








Lazansky, assistant at the clinic of 
Professor Pick, in Prague, has recently | 
experimented with the view of deter-| 


On the following day, the presence of 
iodine was also demonstrated in the 
urine of the child, On interrupting the 
administration of the medicine, the 
iodine disappeared from the secretions 
to reappear when its use was resumed. 
The child thrived remarkably well, and 
the manifestations of the disease disap- 
peared rapidly in it as well as in the 
mother. The latter complained of no 
symptoms of gastric derangement, and 
she gained rapidly in flesh and strength. 
The mamme remained large and full of 
milk, and no diminution of the lacteal 
secretion could be noticed. The quality 
of the milk also remained good. The 
author thinks, therefore, that the asser- 
tion so frequently made by obstetricians 
and others, that iodide of potassium is 
an antigalactogogue, is by no means 
proven. He also thinks, with Bouley, 
that there is a new combination entered 
into between the iodine and certain con- 
stituents of milk, which renders the 
medicine more assimilable. He adds, 
that not only in syphilis, but in other 
diseases of children and of adults, where 
iodine is indicated, this method of ad- 
ministration may be of use. The milk 
of animals might be iodinized by adding 
iodine preparations to their food, as had 
been successfully done by Lewald, Pie- 
gey, and others.— Va. Med. Monthly. 





A NOVEL URINAL. 
Dr. Packard, in the Philadelphia Med- 


mining the value of employing nurse’s ical Society, said that he could mention 
milk, impregnated with iodine, as aja practicai point that might be valuable 
remedy in syphilis and other diseases in| to the members of the society, as it had 
which iodine is indicated, A case is re-| been to him. He had attended a lady 
ported ( Viertelj. f. Dermatol. u. Syph. I., | suffering with a large abscess, where the 
1878) in which the result was extremely use of the bed pan for micturition was 
satisfactory. A nursing woman, suffer-| impossible, and catheterism annoying, 
ing from constitutional syphilis, whose} when the patient herself suggested the 
five months old child was likewise syp-| following expedient: She tad a large, 





ilitic, was given halfa gramme (73 grs.) | 
of iodide of potassium twice aday. No 
medicine was given to the child. On) 
the day this medication was begun, | 
chemical examination of the milk and 
urine of the mother showed the pres- 
ence of iodine in both these secretions. | 


fort of the patient. 


coarse sponge inclosed in an oiled silk 
bag, and applied to the parts; it ab- 


‘sorbed the urine perfectly, kept the bed 


dry, and contributed greatly to the com- 
He had since used 
the plan in other cases with much satis- 
faction. 
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CASE OF UMBILICAL HERNIA. | in the course of twelve hours sufficient 
evidence of thorough evacuation of the 
By B. M. Warxer, M.D., Of Danville, Va. [alimentary canal had occurred. This: 
satisfied me of the nature of the remain- 
I was called to see Mrs. G. in Febru-| ing substance of the tumor. Consider- 
ary last. I was told by her husband, | able tenderness supervened ; anda fever 
who came for me, that she was suffering | heat to 104.5 deg. Fahr., for forty-eight 
from an “enlargement in her abdomen ; hours, was treated by cool applications. 
that sometimes she was better, and then, | over the abdomen, and fluid extract of 
from no apparent cause, she would get gelseminum, as circumstances demanded. 
rapidly worse.” From his attempts at! Upon the restoration to health, I 
description I suspected hernia in some | found the enlargement at the ring grad- 
form. ually decreasing. I used iodine lini- 
Upon examination of the patient, I! ment, and kept up a soluble state of the 
found her to be a very : 
large. fleshy woman, 
weighing two hundred 
and twenty pounds; ab- 
domen pendulous, and fy 
the walls well stored @ 
with adipose tissue. Pro-]i 
truding from the um-fy 
bilical ring was a hard, 
strangulated mass. Cer-™ 
tain rational symptoms\ 
clearly indicated the ex- 
istence of intestine in the 
imprisoned substance. 
After careful taxis un- 
der partial anesthesia, I 
found the stricture ex- 
ceedingly unyielding. 
Having to deal with so . 
much fat in the adjacent structures that | bowels. At the expiration of two weeks. 
it seriously impaired my efforts at taxis, | the tumor had entirely disappeared, leave 
I expressed the doubt to her husband | ing a larger opening than before its re- 
and herself, as to the efficiency of any| moval. Through this umbilical outlet 
means of relief short of operation, which | masses of intestine and omentum not un- 
I feared I would have to perform. This frequently protruded, despite the efforts 
she streuuously objected to, saying, “she | at restraint made by the temporary dress- 
was going to die, any way,” urging me | ings and instruments used. The patient 
to relieve her again by anesthesia. was cautioned (and I think needlessly 
Bringing my patient quite under the | so, for her recent sufferings were vividly 
influence of chloroform the second time,; before her.) She affirmed that the 
preceded by a hopodermic injection of| weight of her abdomen, when standing, 
morphia, and applying ice and ether lo- would displace any appliance to the um- 
cally to the tumor, by prolonged and bilical ring. All efforts to restrict the 
careful efforts the hernia was reduced,| protrusion prevailed buta short time. 
i.e., the intestine was liberated; but I} Seeing that an abdominal supporter 
found, then, a small, adherent substance | was indispensable in the management of 
attached to one side of the ring. The | the case (an operation for radical cure 
patient’s bowels were soon relieved, and | being opposed as persistently as was that 
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SOCIETY REPORTS. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SO- 
‘CIETY, 


ATLANTA, July, 1878. 


suggested for relief of the stricture), 1 
found that her protection must be in- 
strumental. I could not adjust both 
supporter and truss (each of which were 
urgently demanded) without strangulat- 
ing, as it were, large masses and folds of 
the abdominal walls intervening be- 
tween the upper border of the supporter} Dr, Crawford in the chair. 
and the lower margin of the truss. Nor! Dr. R. C. Word introduced the sub- 
would this difficulty have been obviated ject of Cholera-Infantum, and asked the 
had I had a larger, or rather higher, views of the members in regard to the 
supporter, as the motions of the body| nature and treatment of this affection. 
would have permitted the displacement He regarded the so-called summer com- 
of one or the other of the instruments, plaint of children, as the same disease,. 
from the integument gradually insinuat- differing only in degree, or as modified 
ing itself between, and eventually be- by the difterence of location and state of 
coming a source of pain and discomfort, the atmosphere. He asked for informa- 
or else displacing the protectors. ‘tion especially as to the treatment of the 
Under these circumstances the genius| disease. He did not care to have re- 
of invention was appealed to. As my | commended the old routine method of 
memory had failed to suggest any reme-'calomel, opium and astringents. In 
dy in the various instruments devised | some cases the disease recovered under 
heretofore for similar situations, I drew | this treatment, ,and in exceptional cases. 
a diagram for a combination truss and) it might recover under almost any treat- 
abdominal supporter, which I sent to}ment. But asa rule he regarded this 
that most excellent house of George Tie-; method asa failure. The percentage of 
mann & Co., New York. In a few days| mortality in this disease had been, and 
they sent the instrument perfect in every is yet, fearful, especially in our large 
particular, I lost no time in adjusting | cities. He had, in a great degree, aban- 
it for my anxious patient, who has been doned the old method. Occasionally he 
wearing it with infinite delight and ab-! prescribed a mercurial at the start, but 
solute safety, for three months. Messrs.| relies mostly upon the use of the bro- 
Tiemann & Co. were so delighted with | mides, oft repeated ; aconite in minute 





the invention, as they call it, that they 
have had an electrotype taken of it and 
forwarded tome. I have sent it to you, 
with this article-— Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 


and repeated doses, where there is fever; 
‘sometimes gelseminum, tepid or cold 
bath, cold cloths orsoothing applications 
to the abdomen ; cold water to drink, 
ad libitum, and as ant-acid and restrain- 








ing, the improved Chalk Mixture, as 
| published in the June number of THE 

Dr. Q. C. Smith, of Cloverdale, cone SOUTHERN MeEpicaL Recor, or the 
veys a valuable hint in the following| Neutralizing Cordial, in the same num- 
note: “ When cow’s milk is found to ber of journal. Under this treatment 
disagree with hand-fed babies or small his success in summer complaints of 
children, it may, in many cases, be ren-, children had been much _ better than 
dered entirely wholesome to them by formerly, yet not altogether satisfactory. 
adding to it a small portion of table salt, For children deprived ef the breast, 
just enough to be perceptible to the taste.| he had found condensed milk to be the 
I have for years directed the practice of best article of diet. The “Eagle brand,” 
this expedient among our people, and I he thought the best, though not always 
know it te be of real value.”—Pacific| uniform as to the quantity of sugar it 
Med. and Surg. Jour. | contained, being sometimes too sweet. 











236 








SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 








He did not propose to discuss the sub- 
ject fully, but desired to elicit the views 
of the members. 

Dr. A. R. Alley said that cholera in- 
fantum was generally endemic to the 
Gulf and South Atlantic and sea coast 
cities, where it prevails sometimes al- 
most epidemically with fearful mort lity. 
It may occur away from these points in 
a limited and sporadic form, being modi- 
fied by the cooler atmosphere. 

As to its etiology, the profession seems 
to be in doubt as to whether it is pro- 
duced by heat and atmospheric condition 
or by dentition. The profession gener- 
ally, he thought, accepted the theory 
that it was due to heat aggravated by 
dentition. The symptoms of cholera in- 
fantum are the same as Asiatic cholera 
in the adult—vomiting and purging, 
often ending in collapse and death. 

Away from the larger central points 
we have the summer complaints of chil- 
dren from teething, etc. He regarded 
heat and atmospheric condition as the 
prime causes of cholera, dentition being 
only a secondary cause, or perhaps only 


they cause irritation and increase the 
vomiting. His treatment was rather 
expectant. He never gave cold water, 
but pellets of ice, which is more grateful 
and does not overload the stomach. If 
the child be too weak to nurse, he used 
the condensed milk, Eagle brand, as fol- 
lows: a large tablespoonful is added to 
a tumblerful of hot water and the solu- 
tion fed to the child by a spoon. If the 
skin be hot and dry use warm bath, ad- 
ding whisky to it. Let the child be 
lightly clothed and kept cool, with free 
ventilation, along with Valentine meat 
juice which is a splendid preparation, 
being light, nutrititious and ready for 
use when needed. 

If the gums are red and swollen, they 
should be lanced, and if painful rub 
them with a mixture of laudanum and 
honey in small quantities, applied with 
the finger. It will be found very soeth- 
ing to the gums. 

Dr. T. S. Powell said that cholera in- 
fantum was, in all probability, caused by 
‘impure air. It seemed to be a species 
|of cholera peculiar to this country, and 





aggravating the disease by keeping up found mostly in the larger cities of the 
constantly the irritation. His plan of; Middle and Southern States, occurring 


treating the disease, when not in the ag- 
gravated form, is to do very little, rely- 
ing upon hygienic rules and good nour- 
ishing food with stimulants. If the 
bowels are very loose he had used the 
following with fine success : 

R.—Subnitrate bismuth 


2. Se errr 1to2 és 
SE ee reer re $to24 « 
Pulv. cinnamon............. gto2 °F 


As a dese to be given every two hours. 
Using also hot stupes of mint and flan- 
nel over the whole abdominal region. 
He never gives calomel in this disease at 
the early stage, as advised by some, as it 
tends to increase the irritation and nau- 
sea. There being a tendency to collapse 
it acts as a sedative, and no doubt pro- 
duces congestion of the brain. 

He never gave mercury until the stools 
denote the absence of bile, and then 
only in small stimulating doses of } to 4 
grain. He “expunged” the chalk 


mixture and hydrarg cum. creta as 


only in the summer season, by which 
'we infer that a high temperature is 
‘among the causes which develop the 
disease. Teething children are most 
subject to it, and many have attributed 
the disease to this cause alone. 

True cholera infantum presents in the 
outset, all the symptoms of cholera 
morbus in the adult, but the prognosis 
is less favorable, and the disease, if not 
|speedily terminating in collapse, is pro- 
‘tracted, attended with diarrhoea and a 
remittent form of fever, with intense 
thirst and a tendency to cerebral congese 
tion, convulsions, ete. 

Post mortems reveal congestion but 
seldom inflammation of the brain. Oc- 
casionally there is inflammation and 
hydrocephalus, but inflammation of the 
mucous membrane of the stomach and 
bowels is seldom, if ever, absent; and 
the liver is almost invariably engorged, 
sometimes to an enormous extent. 
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We have been struck by the resem- 
blance of the liver as it appears in 
chickens that die of chicken cholera to 
the enlarged liver of a child which has 
died of cholera infantum. 

_ In regard to treatment, we have seen 
nothing in all the new agents proposed 
of late years, which improves greatly 
upon that proposed by Dewers and cer- 
tain of the older writers. It is true that 
cholera infantum is an exceedingly fatal 
disease, and the percentage of deaths is 
great, and must be so, especially in view 
of the fact that the most important 
remedial measure suggested by the phy- 
sician is seldom carried out because of 
poverty or other inability of the parents, 
and that is toremove the child from the 
impure, heated atmosphere of the city to 
the purer and cooler air of the country. 

As to drugs, we think that small doses 
of calomel, from } to } of a grain, is in- 
dicated in the outset. It may be well, 
in some cases, to encourage the vomit- 
ing at first, by draughts of tepid water 
to make sure that all irritating sub- 
stances have been removed from the 
stomach ; and sometimes the nausea may 
be allayed by injections of warm water 
into the rectum and repeated until a 
faecal or bilious discharge is obtained. 
When this occurs the nausea is usually 
suspended, and if it recur the injection 
may be repeated often with similar good 
results. ‘Then the small doses of calo- 
mel may appropriately follow, giving a 
dose every two hours until the liver is 
acted upon, as indicated by bilious dis- 
charges, after which the calomel should 
be given at longer intervals. If there 
be not too much fever an opiate may be 
injected into the rectum at night to pro- 
cure rest and quiet. 

This treatment may be persevered in 
for a reasonable time, or until the secre- 
tions be established. If the disease per- 
sists the warm bath, soothing applica- 
tions and such -remedies as the particular 
symptoms of the case may indicate should 
be used. But in any stage of the case, 


Dr. J. J. Knott said: I regard this 
affection of infants as being dependent 
on the depressing effects of vitiated air, 
and a high temperature during that pe- 
culiar period, dentition. This depression 
takes place in the great sympathetic, 
producing a condition of the alimentary 
canal unfavorable to assimilation. With- 
in the last few years I have managed all 
the cases that I have had with but little 
trouble. My main reliance is in the fol- 
lowing prescription : 

FR = GINO NCO ossis a olersvinssinsicivacwreieieles 02, ii. 


Carb. ammonia 


eer e er eeee es eeeesese 


M. S. 4} to } teaspoonful every 2 or 3 
hours. if the depression is very great, 
I give immediately 5 grs. sulph. quinine 
in solution by enema, rub the spine with 
turpentine, with turpentine applications 
over the bowels. If the child is nursing 
take it from the breast and feed it on 
teas until the unfavorable symptoms dis- 
appear. 





THE ETIOLOGY OF MEMBRANOUS DYSMEN- 
ORRHGA. 


At a meeting of the Obstetrical Soci- 
ety of London, Dr. Cory recorded a case 
which strongly supported Dr. Haus- 
mann’s view that such are due to imper- 





| 





fect impregnation. The patient, previ- 
ous to her marriage, at the age of thirty, 
had never passed any membrane. She 
aborted three times, between the second 
and third months, during the first two. 
years of married life. Since then, she 
had almost invariably passed, at. her 
menstrual periods, membranes, which 
proved to be very perfect casts of the 
uterine cavity, and presenting all the 
naked-eye and microscopical appearances 
of its mucous lining. The membrane 
usually eame away on the second day of 
menstruation, previous to which the dys- 
menorrhcea was acute. Later on, she 
lived apart from her husband for nine: 
months, during which time she had 
menstruated regularly without passing 


if it be possible, remove the child to the any membrane.—Medical and Surgical 


country. 


Reporter. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS: 





CHLOROFORM IN LABOR. 


By L. P. Yanpect, M.D., 


Professor of Therapeutics and Clisical Medicine 
in the University of Louisville, 





atropia, prussic acid, food, fire, and water 
are beneficent agents when properly eme 
ployed, but, used otherwise, they may 
produce deplorable results, It is the 
excess of chloroform that does the harm 








when harm is done by this substance in 
the lying-in room. 

Anesthesia is not only necessary in 
labor, but, indeed, in normal cases, is 
enly permissible in the last throes, when 


“The man who would whip a poor 
helpless woman with a cat-o’-nine-tails 
would receive condign punishment at 
the hands of the law, and, in my judg- 
ment, the doctor whe allows a woman to ; r 
suffer the pangs of childhood without the acme of agony is reached, just as the 
chloroform is equally culpable, and de- | Presenting part 1s about to emerge from 
serves equally severe punishment.” |the vulva. By anesthesia I’ mean, as 
Such is the forcible language I had the | the word signifies, paralysis of sensation, 

oblivion. Chloreform anesthesia may 


pleasure to hear from the lips of the) ; .. . 
‘sometimes produce acinesia—that is, loss 


great and good Sir James Simpson, at : . 

the British Medical Association, in 1867, | of motion, or, in other words, may arrest 
in Dublin. My father, professor of the expulsive efforts of the uterus—but 
chemistry in the University of Louis- | 4neesthesia is not what we desire in the 
ville at the time of the discovery of the !ying-in patient. 

anesthetic power of chloroform, was one | Analgesia—that is, absence of the sen- 
of the first to manufacture this substence | sation of pain—is the condition to be in- 
in the West, and was one of the earliest duced ; only analgesia is not anesthesia 
and most earnest advocates for its use, or acinesia. It has been denied that ab- 
and, up to the time of his death, he em-, sence of pain can be compassed without 
ployed it in all cases where the patient the production of insensibility, and the 
was willing to take it, and he never, in, production of insensibility, it is claimed 
a single instance, had the slightest cause: by many, generally, if not usually, ar- 
to attribute any bad result to chlore-| rests the uterine contractions, or a least 
form. | diminishes their strength. Such is not 
Under my father’s instructions, I be-| the fact, according to the writer’s expe- 
gan its administration when I entered rience. In the majority of cases, even 
the profession twenty-one years ago, and _ perfect anesthesia will not arrest or en- 
to-day, I entertain very much the senti- feeble the contractions, though sometimes 
ment expressed by Sir James Simpson. it does so. Analgesia, on the other 
I have never known an untoward event hand, according to the writer’s observa- 
to result from chloroform in labor. I tions, may be accomplished with certain- 
know no contraindication to its use, and ty, safety, great benefit to the patient, 
I advise it in every case, and give it in- by the proper administration of chloro- 
variably if the patient does not object. form. The recital of a case may make 

That chloroform, in obstetrical prac-| My meaning clearer : 
tice, is incapable of harm, no one will; Mrs. H., the mother of three children, 





assert, but its danger, like that of mor- having great fear of chloroform, had 
phia, atropia, hydrocyanic acid, and, in- | never been willing to take it in labor 
deed, we may add food, water, and fire,| until she came under my charge. Her 
Merphia, pains being intense, there was little dif- 


lies in the manner of its use. 
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ficulty in inducing her to inhale it, but | ation can be strong enough to render a 


she insisted that it should not be given 
after she should say, “ That will do,” or 
“T have enough.” I gave it at the be- 
ginning of a severe pain, and only a few 
inspirations were taken when she pushed 
the handkerchief away, saying, “ That 
will do.” The uterine contraction ex- 
pended itself in the usual time, and the 
patient went into a brief sleep. This 
procedure, with similar results, was re- 
peated until the child was about to be 
expelled, when the chloroform was given 


freely, and total unconsciousness was | 


—- After a few moments, Mrs. 
. awakened unaware that the child was 
born. She declared that, up to the last 
moments, she knew everything that was 
going on, and that she distinctly felt the 
expulsive efforts of the uterus, but expe- 
rienced not the slightest sense of pain 
during their continuance. I have de- 
livered this lady of three children, and 
the description of the first labor answers 
for all. 

Mrs. H.’s case, being a typical one, 
sufficiently illustrates my meaning and 
my practice. The chloroform is best 
given upon a small napkin or handker- 
chief. Its use should only be begun 
after decided bearing-down pains have 
set in. Request the patient to-give warn- 
ing of the approaching pain, and when 
she does so, dash the chloroform, much 
or little, on the napkin, apply it over 
the mouth and nose, and direct full, 
strong inspirations te be made. Three 
or four, or half a dozen, breaths usually 
suffice to allay all suffering, and the ex- 
pulsion movement is in nowise affected, 

In France, where the comfort of tvo- 
men is less considered than in many 
other countries, the employment of chlo- 
roform in child-birth is comparatively 
rare, though of late it is being much 
more used, It has been contended by 
some French writer, whose name I can- 
not recall, that the results, such as I have 
enumerated in Mrs. H.’s case, are entire- 
ly due to the imagination of the patient. 
That such is the fact but few will be- 
lieve. It is incredible that any imagin- 





woman oblivious to the agonies of par- 
turition. During more than thirty years 
of administration of chloroform to par- 
turient women, no death therefrom has 
occurred, it is asserted ; but it is difficult 
to believe that such a statement is abso- 
lutely true, when we consider the pow- 
erful nature of this medicine and its use 
by so many ignorant and incompetent 

ersons, Certainly, however, it can have 
done but little harm or we should have 
read more of its bad behavior. It is im- 
portant to bear in mind, in this connec- 
tion, that chloroferm is given, by most 
practitioners who use it, much more 
freely than I have recommended it. Sir 
James Simpson, on the occasion before 
alluded to, stated that, in Edinboro, he 
often found his patient chloroformed by 
the nurse when he arrived, and his prac- 
tiee, and also my father’s, was to keep 
the patient chloroformed from the begin- 
ning of the first bearing-down pains un- 
til the end of the struggle. In my own 
judgment, this is only necessary in ab- 
nermal labors, but in such, I have given 
chloroform to the degree of oblivion for 
twelve or more consecutive hours, and 
never with any unpleasant effect, unless 
may be a troublesome nausea or head- 
ache, which passed away within twenty- 
four hours.—Louisville Med. News. 





ENLARGED PROSTATE. 

Dr. Atlee, in a paper read before the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society, on 
enlarged prostate, Jays down the three 
following propositions, with remarks fol- 
lowing: 

1, That the prostate and its vessels 
are possessed of unstriped muscular 
fibre. 

2. That the bladder is a hollow organ 
with an involuntary muscular coat. 

3. Thar ergot will contract unstriped 
or involuntary inuscular tissue, as it 
does in the uterus. 

Therefore, as a corollary, ergot ought 
to be a remedy for enlarged prostate and 
its effects. 

This was the theory upon which I 
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based the practice, and whether the ra- | may be of some interest. It is briefly 
tionale is correct or not, my experience | reported from the out-patient practice at 
in the use of ergot in such cases had|the National Hospital for the Paralyzed 
been most satisfactory. Several patients | and Epileptic: 
over sixty years of age have been treat-; S. S., a man aged thirty-eight, had 
ed with ergot, and have been able to lay | taken bromide of potassium certainly for 
aside the catheter after having been the | five years, on account of fits, and during 
victims of its daily use. When called to; the whole of that time, he had had a 
a case of retention from enlarged pros-!| large amount of acne upon the face. In 
tate, my rule is first to relieve the blad-/| the summer of 1877, the face was cov- 
der by means of the catheter, and follow | ered with coalescent acne pustules, and 
this immediately by ordering twenty | presented a most repulsive appearance. 
drops of the fluid extract of ergot every | The eruption was also abundant on the 
four hours, until the patient gets entire| chest. The addition of a small quantity 
control over his bladder. Until this is | of sulphur to each dose did a little good ; 
accomplished, I continue to relieve him | the rash improved for a short time, but 
with the catheter every twelve hours, it soon got worse again, Sulphide of 
As his power of urination is restored, I | calcium was then tried, but with no fur- 
diminish the frequency of the medicine, | ‘ther improvement, and it made him sick. 
and gradually end in giving a dose every The dose of bromide was then lessened 
night. A gentleman, who died last, from twenty to ten grains three times a 
month, at the age of ninety-two, was ex- | day, and the acne lessened considerably, 
ceedingly ill in August, 1872, in conse- | but ‘the fits became w orse, and on again 
quence of retention of urine "from ene increasing the bromide, the acne became 
larged prostate, and had to be regularly | more abundant, and soon was as bad as 
catheterized for relief. He was placed'ever. On September 28, five drops of 
upon the above treatment, and in a few arsenical solution were given twice a day. 
days was able to do without his cathe- Ina fortnight, all the spots of acne were 
ter. His urinary organs were kept in a/ gore from the face, and those on the 
good condition by taking a dose of ergot! chest had faded. The arsenic was con- 
every night, and he enjoyed much better tinued for some time, and then reduced, 
health in consequence, and died recently and ultimately discontinued. The skin 
of old age. I mention this case in par-_ | remained healthy for a time, but a month 
ticular, because a post-mortem examina-_ afterwards the face was covered with a 
tion proved to me that the prostate had fresh bromide rash, red elevations, with 
been diminished in size by the treat-/ several points of suppuration in them. 
ment. Many large spots of similar kind were 
In these cases, it is very common for/on the back of the neck, chest, and arms. 
sedimentary deposits to accumulate in| | | This eruption commenced a week after 
the bladder, which becomes a source of| the discontinuance of the arsenic. It 
irritation and discomfort, and if the or- | again disappeared when the arsenic was 
gan should fail to expel its contents en-| resumed.—Ab, Med. Science. 
tirely, it is best every few days to intro-| 
duce the catheter to remove them. | 








UNOFFICINAL PLANTS. 
American Ivy. The bark and twigs 





CASE ILLUSTRATING THE TREATMENT OF | have been used for dropsy. 
a a wae aes American Senna. Analogous to sen« 
The beneficial effect of arsenic on the| na, and contains a principle similar to 
bromide rash deserves to be more widely cathartin. Efficient and safe cathartic, 
known than it appears to be, and the fol-| though less active than the imported 
lowing case, reported by Dr. Gowers|senna. 
(Lancet, June 15, 1878), illustrating it,|) American Water Hemlock. Closely: 
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analogous to European species. In sev- 
eral instances, children have been fatally 
poisoned by eating its roots. It is high- 
ly recommended as a specific in nervous 
headache. The seeds contain an alka- 
loid supposed to be identical with conia. 

Life Everlasting (Antennaria Marga- 
ritacca). The leaves are astringent and 
expectorant. 

Cashew-nut Tree (Anacardium Occi- 
dentale), A small tree of the West In- 
dies, from the bark of which a gum ex- 
udes, similar to gum Arabic, but only in 
part soluble in water. Its fruit affords 
a juice which has been recommended in 
uterine complaints and dropsy. 

Aristolochia. Fourteen species have 
the same medicinal virtues as the offici- 
nal A. serpentaria. 

Pleurisy Root possesses diaphoretic 
and expectorant properties, without be- 
ing a stimulant. 

Ascletine, an “ eclectic” preparation, 


recommended as the active principle of 


pleurisy root. 

Beaked Hazel, the nut of which is 
covered with short spicule, which have 
been used, like cowhage, as a vermifuge. 

Beech Oil is used in Picardy, and 
other parts of France, instead of butter. 

Bladder-wrack (Fucus Vesiculosus). 
A sea-weed growing on the shores of 
Europe. It contains soda, in saline com- 
bination, and iodine, in the state of iod. 
of potash, Used to decrease obesity. 

Bouncing Bet is a vulgar name for 
soapwort. 

Broom-rape has been used in cancer- 
ous affections. 

Bugle-weed. Mild narcotic and astrin- 

ent. - 

Camellia Sasanqua. An aromatic 
plant, the flowers of which are sometimes 
mixed with tea leaves in order to render 
them tragrant. 

Cardinal Flower (Lobelia Cardinalis). 
A species of lobelia, said to possess an- 
thelmintic properties. 

Cassina. The leaves possess emetic 
properties, and form, in decoction, the 
black drink of the Indians. 

Castanea. The bark of castanea pus 








mila, a species of chestnut tree, the bark 
of which is astringent and tonic. 

Ceanothus Americanus (New Jersey 
Tea, Red Root). Root is astringent, and 
said to be useful in syphilitic complaints. 
The leaves have been used as a substi- 
tute fer tea. Ceanothine isa name given 
to an extract prepared from the leaves of 
this plant. 

Celandine (Chelidonium Majus) pos- 
sesses diuretic, diaphoretic, and expecto- 
rant properties, and said also to be an 
acrid purgative. 

Celastrus Scandens (Climbing Staff 
Tree), the bark of which is said to pos- 
sess emetic, diaphoretic, and narco 
properties. 

Yellow Dock. 
alterative. 

Common Elder, the flowers of which 
are gently excitant and sudorific, 

Ginseng, a favorite remedy with horse 
doctors, is little more than a demulcent. 

Horse Mint is stimulant and carmin- 
ative. 

Mountain Ash. 

Water Pepper. Diuretic. 

Barberry. A cooling drink is made 
of it in New England for fevers. 

True Watercress. Anti-scorbutic. 

Prickly Ash. Stimulant emmena- 
gogue. 

Buckthorn Family. Violent cathar- 
tics. 

Common Geranium, Root is astrin- 
gent; may be boiled in milk and sugar; 
excellent for children. The root should 
be collected in autumn.— Rothrock. 

Common Wild Indigo. Used in do- 
mestic practice ; also, in eclectic practice, 
Some authorities say it is very useful in 
typhoid fever, used in place of turpen- 
tine—that is, for just such symptoms as 


Astringent, tonic, and 


All parts astriagent. 


require the use of turpentine. 


Quince. Seed astringent and demul- 
cent. 

Blessed Thistle. Harmless; simply 
mucilaginous. 


To those camping out, the Common 
Hemlock makes a good tea. 

The Common Hop is widely distrib- 
uted. 
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Wild Hop can be used with perfect 
safety. 


| 


'age size of the colored blood corpuscles 
|in the stains upon the cloth ? and whilst 





Butternut is much used by the eclec-| giving this measurement, give those also 
tics ; it isa good laxative; also, good for' of the dog, horse, rat, cat, rabbit, ass, 
habitual constipation, not creating sec-| ox, cow, pig, sheep and goat. 
ondary costiveness, like rhubarb.—PAil-| 8. The average of the diameter of the 
adelphia Drug. and Chem. ‘blood corpuscles from the stains, was 
‘about 1-3200 of an inch. The corpus- 

MEDICO-LEGAL EVIDENCE. cles of human blood are larger than those 
Prof. Joseph Jones having pronounced | of domestic animals, Thus the average 
the stains found upon the clothing of a’ diameter in the dog, is about 1-3540 of 
qd OE: | inch; horse, 1-4600 or an inch; in 
suspected murderer . J |the rat, 1-3814 of an inch; in the cat, 
blood from a person suffering from ma-  1_440y of an inch ; in the ox, 1-4267 of 
larial fever, was thus questioned by the, an inch; in the ass, 1-4000 of an inch; 
defence before the court! ‘in the eow, 1-4200 of an inch; in the 
: | pig, 1-4230 of an inch; in the sheep, 
A OF SEE PAR OF TEE! 16900 of an inch: in the goat, 1-6366 
DEFENCE. | of an inch, 

D. Are you absoiutely certain that the | D, Do not those individual blood cor- 
stains on the pieces of cloth, placed in) puscles in man and animals vary in their 
your hands for microscopical and chemi-! diameter in the same specimen of blood? 
cal analysis were caused by human jand if so, state to the honorable court 
blood ? ithe causes of these variations. 

J. The substances causing the stains) §. The blood corpuscles of man and 
presented all the chemical and micro-/animals vary in their diameters within 
scopical properties of human blood, or | their certain limits; thus those of man 
blood presenting a special pathological may vary from 1-2000 to 1-4000 ; of the 





alteration. 

D. Can you by means of chemical and 
microscopical examination ef the blood 
determine any form of disease ? 

J. By chemical and microscopical ex- 
amination, I am not able to determine 
every form of disease. 

D. You would then be in doubt con- 


dog from 1-4000 tv 1-6900; of the hare 
from 1-2000 to 1-8000; in the ox from 
| 1-4878 to 1-4444; in the sheep 1-5333 
| to 1-6000 of an inch. 

| D. Difficulty therefore exists in dis- 
'tinguishing between the blood of man 
and domestic auimals; and in view of 
this fact do you assert absolutely, that the 


cerning the result, in certain diseases, of stains in the pieces of cloth were human 
the chemical and microscopical examina-| blood ? 


tion ; please state therefore if there are 
any diseases, the nature of which may be 
revealed by the microscope? 

S. The microscope enables us to dis- 
tinguish clearly the change induced in 
the blood by malarial fever. That con- 
dition of the blood known as leucocyth- 
aemia or leukaema can be accurately de- 
termined by microscopical examination. 
There was no doubt in my mind that the 
blood examined was human blood from 
one who had suffered and perhaps was at 
the time suffering with malarial fever. 

D. What did you say was the aver- 


| S. Ladmit that difficulties exist in 
such examinations. I affirmed that the 
jhuman blood corpuscles upon an avers 
age were larger than that of the domes- 
tic animals named. I also affirmed that 
the stains upon the pieces of cloth pre- 
sented all the characteristics of human 
bloed. 

I went a step further and affirmed that 
this blood presented pathological appear- 
ances which.as far as my investigations 
extend, are peculiar to human blood in 
a certain diseased state, and that I have 
never observed such a condition in the 
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blood of animals; and that the blood 
from the house in which the deceased 
was murdered presented similar chemi- 
cal and microscopical characters. 

D. Can the colored blood corpuscles 
be detected with accuracy in dried 
blood ? 

S. They can be detected in many cases; 
and they were detected accurately in the 
case now before this honorable court. 

D. Can you distinguish between the 
blood of a woman and the blood of a 
man ? ; 

S. I cannot. 

D. Can you distinguish the blood of 
a fcetus from the blood of its mother ? 

S. I cannot. 

D. Can you distinguish the blood of 
the different races of men? for example, 
can you chemically and microscopically 
distinguish the blood ofa white man from 
that of a negro? 

S. Diderent races are said to have dis- 
tinct odors; sulphuric acid applied to 
blood will liberate the peculiar odor of 
the animal; I have upon many cases sat- 
isfied myself of the possibility of devel- 
oping the peculiar odor of the blood in 
different animals by means of sulphuric 
acid. I cannot, however, speak posi- 
tively with reference to the blood of the 
different races of mankind. 


VERDICT OF JURY. 


By the testimony of several witnesses, 
two of whom were praeticing physicians, 
it was clearly established that, for some 
weeks before and up to the time of his 
murder, Narcisse Arrieux was suffering 
with intermittent malarial fever (chills 
and fever), The judgment of the jury 
rested to a great degree upou the pres- 
ence of blood on the clothing of the ac- 
cused Wilson Childers. 

We have been informed by Mr. John 
H. Isley, jr., one of the attorneys for the 
prosecution, that an important witness 
testified asto the guilt of the four negroes 
accused of the murder of Narcisse Ar- 
rieux. The jury rendered the verdict 
guilty of murder with capital punish- 
ment.—O. VV. Med. Jour. 





SUBSTITUTE FOR MOTHER'S MILK. 

Dr. Marsh, in the Obstetric Gazette, 
says: 

If we mix three parts of cow’s milk 
with one part of water, and add about an 
even teaspoonful of sugar of milk to a 
half pint of the mixture, we will have 
about the proportions indicated in the 
table for human milk. Cane sugar may 
be substituted for sugar of milk, but is 
not so good probably. Most authors re- 
commend the addition of a still larger 
proportion of water for the first few 
weeks of infantile life, gradually de- 
creasing the quantity of water as the 
child grows older, until it is able to take 
the milk undiluted. Ifthe curd is not 
readily digested, the addition of an al- 
kali will often render it more digestible. 
For this purpose, carbonate of potash in 
the proportion of one grain to the fluid 
ounce may be used, or, which is prefer- 
able, use lime water instead of water 
alone to dilute the milk. Lime water 
contains about half a grain of lime to 
each fluid ounce, and should be prepared 
and kept as follows: The lime should be 
freshly burned, and, to insure this, it is 
better to put a piece in the fire and let it 
remain an hour ortwo. About an ounce 
of this should be slacked by pouring on 
a sufficient quantity of water, and, when 
thoroughly slacked, put it in a quart 
bottle, fill the bottle with cold rain wa- 
ter, shake it well and let it stand until 
the lime settles, when it is ready for use. 
The bottle should be kept well corked, 
and the lime allowed to remain constant- 
ly saturated. Care should be taken in 
pouring the lime water off for use, that 
none of the lime in the bottom is allow- 
ed to escape and be mixed with the food. 
The milk should be fed from a suitable 
feeding bottle, so constructed that the 
child cannot suck and swallow air with 
its food, as this causes great uneasiness. 
“Maw’s Feeding Bottle” is the best. 
The milk should not be boiled, but the 
bottle containing it should be placed in 
hot water until-the feed acquires a tem- 
perature of 98° F. Ifany milk remains 
in the bottle at the end of the meal, it 
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should be thrown away. The bottle | 
should be thoroughly cleansed after each | 
meal. Not the least particle of milk | 
should be allowed to remain adhering to 
any part of the apparatus, and the caps | 
and tube should be kept in cold water. 
slightly alkalinized. ‘This precaution is 
especially necessary in warm weather. 
The milk should be obtained fresh every | 
morning and evening, and kept at a 
temperature of about 40° F., and each , 
meal freshly prepared. It should be ob- 


does not comprehend the diet of infants 
after the proper age for weaning, it will 
not be in place to speak of such articles 
of food as may be given after that age. 


TREATMENT OF ACNE ROSACEA. 
Professor Hebra, of Vienna, reports 





six cases of acne rosacea, with the view 


of illustrating the different modes of op- 
erative treatment that may prove ser- 
viceable against this affection. Two of 
the cases presented the first degree of 


tained from a young cow whose calf, if! the affection, namely, cutaneous redness 
living, should be from two to six months with dilatation of the vessels. These 
old. The child should be taught to take were treated by repeated punctures, 
its food at regular intervals. Fora child’ which brought about the obliteration of 
six weeks old or under, three or four the dilated vessels. The instrument used 
ounces every two or three hours; as the| was a needle with a lance-shaped, two- 
child grows older, the quantity may be| edged blade, about one-twelfth of an inch 
gradually increased and the interval | long, and provided with a shoulder to 
lengthened. The child should also be | keep it from penetrating too deeply. In 
taught to take its last meal for the day | performing the operation, Prof. Hebra 
at about 10 o’clock P.M., and the first | stands behind the patient, who is seated 
at about 5 o’cleock A.M. This will in-/in achair, with the head bent backwards. 
sure, for both child and nurse, a good} He makes the punctures as close togeth- 
night’s rest, which cannot be secured if| er as possible, and with the rapidity and 
the child is in the habit of waking fre- | regularity of a sewing machine, At each 
quently in the night to be fed. We do| pnncture, the needle is driven in until 


not think it advisable to add anything to 
this simple milk diet, if the child con- 
tinues to do well on it, until after the 
seventh or eighth month, when some 
farinaceous element may be added, such 
as bread or crackers, broken up and 
thoroughly soaked in the milk, or rice, 
sago, tapioca, arrow-1oot, farina, etc., 
thoroughly and carefully cooked, and 
enly in such quantities as can be entirely 
digested. Sometimes “ Liebig’s Food 
for Infants” agrees better than any of 
these. This consists of milk, wheat 
flour, and malt, with a little bicarbonate 
of potash. The object of the malt is to 
convert the starch into grape sugar, and 
thus relieve the digestive organs of part 
of their labor. In London, this food is 
freshly prepared in the liquid form every 
day, and is sold for about six pence a 
quart. It is also prepared in a concen- 





trated form, and a dry preparation by 
Messrs. Savory & Moore may be ob- 
As this paper) 


tained in this country. 


it is arrested by the projecting shoulder 
with which it is provided. If possible, 
the entire morbid tissue should be cper- 
ated upon ata sitting. The hemorrhage 
is always considerable, but it is readily 
controlled by compression. The dress- 
ing consists of dry charpie secured by a 
bandage, and it should be renewed daily. 
Should suppuration occur, which is rare, 
the dry dressing must be replaced by - 
lead ointment or simple cerate. Seme- 
times it is necessary to repeat the opera- 
tion several times before a cure is ef- 
fected, 

Two of the six cases presented, in ad- 
dition to the telangiectasis, eonsiderable 
thickening of the cutis and numerous 
pustules, They were treated by scrap- 
ing with the sharp curette. Although 
the curette only scrapes off the epidermis, 
the operation apparently causes oblitera- 
tion of the vessels, as it is followed by 


the disappearance of the redness and 


thickening. Not unfrequently, it is true, 
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this result is only obtained after repeat- | dressed a note to Professor Charcot, re- 
ed operations and the development of questing a consultation at the earliest 
superficial suppuration. — Superficial | possible moment. Asan act of special 
nevi have sometimes been destroyed by | courtesy to an old friend, he came on 
a similar application of the curette. In the succeeding day at a late hour, al- 
the two cases reported, the operation was | though to do so he had to disregard en- 
entirely successful. | gagements which would have required, 

Finally, the two remaining cases pre-| for their fulfillment, an entire week— 
sented the third degree of acne rosacea, | such is the demand for him at the »res- 
namely, great thickening of the skin of|ent moment in Paris. After making a 
the nose, with the development of fleshy | thorough examination of the patient, he 
excrescences. These were treated by the | agreed | to the correctness of the diagno- 
knife, the protuberances and hypertro-|sis already made, and recommended a 
phied parts being cut off or trimmed | course of hydrotherapy in an establish- 
down. In one of the cases, a fleshy ment especially devoted to that mode of 
mass, which extended nearly an inch be-| treatment. As you are doubtless aware, 
yond the nasal cartilage, was removed Charcot believes that the sovereign rem- 
by the elastic lagature for fear of hemor- | edy for hysteria, in all of its phases, is 
rhage, but Prof. Hebra states that in a/cold water, together with the removal of 
similar case, he would not hesitate to re- | the patient from the scenes and persons 
move the mass at once with the knife. | in connection with which, and with whom 
In each case, he succeeded in forming a/ the disease has been primarily developed. 
very presentable nose, to the great de-| His advice was followed in this instance, 
light of the patients and his own satis-| | and the little fellow began to improve at 
faction. — Wiener Med. W ochenschr., Jan. | once, and is now comparatively well. I 
5, 1878. have referred to this case, not so much 
because of any special attention which 
attaches to it, but rather for the purpose 

Dr. Warren, in the North Carolina! ' of introducing the great man whose ex- 
Medical Journal, says : | perience and skill I was so fortunately 

I was recently called to 2 case of hys- able to invoke im behalf of my patient. 
teria in a boy of twelve years, which had As a neuro- pathologist, in the broadest 
existed for sometime without having and highest sense of that term, Charcot 
been recognized by his regular medical | stands primus inter pares in the medical 
attendant. Finding the symptoms ure) world of France. He is, in fact, the 
gent, I gave him injections of chloral i in great authority to whose dicta the. pro- 
solution, and applied ice to the spine, | | fession bows in unquestioning reverence, 
with the result of promptly restraining | and in whose career it feels the deepest 








HYSTERIA IN A BOY. 





the paroxysms. During my absence, at. 
a subsequent period, he became again | 
convulsed, when, instead of resorting to | 
the remedies which had been previously 
employed, his attendant made the at- 
tempt to quiet him by the forcible’ ad- 
ministration of chloroform. Instead of) 
the desired anesthesia, a fearful deliri- 
um—an excitation of the most aggra- 
vated and distressing character—was in- 
duced, which continued for several days 
and precluded a recourse to the treat- 
ment which had originally proved so 





successful. In this emergency, I ad- 


interest. 


Dr. Valquardsen reports, in Schmidt’s 


| Dietionary and the Pesth Medico-Chirurg. 


Presse, No. 39, 1877, a case of sciatica, 
which lasted for two years, and defied 
all treatment. He then arrived at the 
idea of trying the internal use of phos- 
phorus, which he prescribed in doses of 
fifteen milligrammes (about one-fourth 
of a grain) three times a day. Three 
days sufficed to obtain a marked im- 
provement, and three weeks brought a 
complete cure.—Lond. Med. Record. 
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THEORY OF THE ACTION OF QUININE. LUPUS. 

Dr. F. W. Moinet, at the close of a} Dr. Taggart, of Arizona, reports the 
careful article on this subject, in the following case of Lupus in Pacific Medi- 
Edinburgh Medical Journal, says: Ar-'cal Journal: 
senic, caffeine, alcohol, beberia, piperine,, John Brown, aged forty-five, and in 
gentian, capsicum, strychnia, etc., al-| good general health, called on us Decem- 
though differing considerably both in| ber 1, 1877, for treatment for an ulcer 
kind and degree of active power, have on the left side of the nose, extending 
some power over intermittent fever and. | from near the middle line te within one- 
other diseases of a nervous pathology. fourth of an ineh of the inner canthus. 
In fact, as adjuvants, and occasionally as It was this near approach to the eye that 
substitutes, they are invaluable, as clin-|induced him to seek assistance, The 
ical experience has amply testified. In ulcer first appeared about fifteen years 
virtue, however, of certain peculiar prop-. ‘since as a pimple near the point of the 
erties, one is more useful than another nose, and refusing to heal, slowly advan- 
in different nervous diseases, due partly ced upward, the skin over which it pass- 
to their somewhat different actions, the ed resuming its natural appearance. 
part of the nervous system affected, and Sometiwes the ulcer would seem to be 
the cause of the disturbance. Thus, | ‘almost entirely well, only a dry scab 
quinine appears to exert an influence on apparently being left, but always recov- 
that part of the nervous system for which ering itself and resuming its march. 
the malarial poison has a special affinity a ‘Some two years since it arrived near its 
and, in virtue of this, is more curative] last position, where it was attacked with 
than the other remedies, just as ars senic | caustic, presumably nitrate of silver, by 
has a special tonic influence on the mo-|a physician under whose care he then 
tor nerves, in virtue of which it is more| was, but it refused to heal, and it was 
powerful in chorea, and caffeine, an ac- noticed, after the inflammation incident to 
tion on the pulmonary nerves, which the use of the caustic had subsided, that 
renders it more useful in asthma ; hence, it was deeper than before, and would 
we believe quinine to act in malarial sometimes be visited by burning or sting- 
diseases as a stimulant or sedative to the ing pains. We found the ulcer ellipti- 
nervous system, especially to that part/calin shape, the greater diameter hori- 
most implicated in these diseases, and zontal and about three times as long as 
that it is principally in virtue of this ac- the other, its cavity filled with pale, 
tion that it proves curative by rendering sickly-looking granulations. The first 
the malarial poison inoperative by an an- ‘application was of zinci chlor.; sanguina- 
tagonistic action on the nervous system, rie pulv.; glycyrrhize pulv., equal parts, 
and that it proves beneficial in propor- mixed w ith water to a paste. The ulcer 
tion as the nervous disturbance is pre-, was filled with this preparation, which 
dominant, and to the absence ot compli-| was not removed till next day. Very 
cations. Although we arrive at this little pain followed, When the caustic 
conclusion by argument, and not direct was removed, a poultice of slippery elm 
experiment, the evidence in its favor ap-; was applicd. In about three days the 
pears to us so strong as to give it the eschar separated in a mass, leaving a 
place of a more than probable theory, | healthy sore. In less than two weeks 
and to bé a much more reasonable ex- it was wel!. The only mark left isa 
planation of its action than any other as firm, linear cicatrix about an inch in 
yet brought forward, and that, by this length. 
method of reasoning, it is possible to ar-| 
rive at correct conclusions, in absence of INTERTRIGO IN CHILDREN. 


Dr. Werthe'mer recommends the use of corro- 
direct experience, the literature of thera-| sive sublimate (gr. i to oz. iijss of water) for the 
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peutics amply shows.—Med. &: Sur VE Rep. intertrigo of children, as the most effective remedy. 
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CHLORAL IN DYSENTERY. 

Dr. Wm. L. Newell, in the Phil. Med. 
Times: A weak solution of that valu- 
able medicine on chronic ulcers manifes- 
ted such favorable results in my hands 
that I conceived the idea of using it lo- 
cally on the inflamed and congested 
bowel in dysentery. Tie first case had 
been under the usual treatment for three 
days without relief. The child, aged 
eleven, was tormented with thirst, pain 
and tenesmus, with twenty-five or thirty 
dejections in twenty-four hours. In 


connection with other treatment I or- 


dered five grains of chlor. hyd., dissoved 
in two ounces starch gruel, thrown up 
the bowel with considerable force from a 
hard rubber syringe. It remained three 
hours, during which the child slept. 
Many of the other symptoms were modi- 
fied, and the injection was repeated, 
which remained seven hours, when it 
came away with some fecal m tter. but 
without tenesmus. The child asked for 
food, which was given in the form of 
mutton tea thickened with boiled wheat 
flour. All treatment ceased in forty- 
eight hours from the first enema, four 
being given in all. The case seemed so 
satisfactory that I mentioned it te my 
confrere, Dr. J.S. Whitaker, who has 
pursued the same treatment with the 
most happy results in every case, abort- 
ing the disease within a few hours, I 
may mention that he used ten grains in- 
stead of five with a lady, aged twepty- 
five years, who had twenty or thirty calls 
in twenty-four hours, with complete re- 
pose for eight consecutive hours, with 
permanent abatement of all other symp- 
toms, without other treatment. — Luis- 


ville Med. News, 


A NEW TREATMENT OF TAPE-WORM. 

From the results of numerous experi- 
ments, M. Bouchut had ascertained that 
not only ascarides, but fragments of 
tenia, when placed in a weak alcoholic 
solution containing one thirty-fifth of 
amylaceous pepsine, are digested by the 
fluid in the course of twelve hours. We 
thus obtain an artificial digestion of the 





animal matter exactly similar to that 
which ensues when meat is treated by 
the same process. On submitting the 
conclusion drawn from his experiments 
to the test of practiee at the Enfans 
Malades, M. Bouchut found that the se- 
lution of pepsine was eminently success- 
ful. If his experience be confirmed, a 
valuable addition will be made to adult 
as well as infantile therapeutics. In con- 
clusion, we may observe that animal 
food is, almost certainly, the channel 
through which the parasite is conveyed ; 
and hence that officicl inspection of sus- 
pected dealers in meat would form a 
useful adjunct to the practice of the 
physician.— 1b. 





MORPHLOGICAL CHANGES IN SYHILITIC 
BLOOD. 


Tn the Section on Practical Medicine, 
at the American Medical Association : 

“Dr, Ephraim Cutter, of Boston, gave 
a micro-photographic exhibition of the 
morphological changes which occurred 
/in the blood in consequence of syphilis. 
The diagnosis of syphilis was based upon 
the presence in the blood of a copper- 
colored filiform growth with rounded 
‘and enlarged extremities and spores. 
Dr. Cutter regarded the demonstration 
as corroborative of the claims made by 
Dr. Salisbury in connection with the 
same subject. 

“He thoroughly believed that posi- 
tive diagnosis of syphilis could be made 
by microscopical examination of the 
blood. 

“He also believed that Lostorfer was 
correct in his statement that the white 
blood corpuscles were enlarged in syphi- 
lis; but he should have insisted upon 
the copper color of the spores.” —Ea. 








PERSISTENT HICCOUGH TREATED SUCCESS- 
FULLY BY PILOCARPINE. 

Dr. Ortille, of Lille, writes to the 
Bull. Gen. de Therap., 1878, p. 412, giv- 
ing an account of a case of obstinate hic- 
cough, in which, after trying all the 
usual remedies, he had recourse to elec- 
tricity, which wag found so successful by 
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Dr. Dumontpallier. For a few hours, | is to see that the oleic acid be pure, and 


the electrical applications appeared to | that it be recently prepared with fresh 
prove successful, but the hiccough re-| oil of sweet almonds. 

turned. Dr. O. was about to apply 
electro-puncture, with a view of tetaniz- ORRH 
ing the diaphragm, when, recollecting | BY EURCIUSS. 

what he had read of the action of pilo-!. C. Langenbuch, in the Deutsche Zeit- 
carpine upon the phrenic nerves, and of | schr. f. pract. Med. (Obl. f. Med., 1878, 
the vomiting which so often follows its, p. 285), gives the case of a seventeen- 
use, he injected two and one-half centi-| year-old otherwise healthy girl, who, 
grammes (two-fifths of a grain) of pilo-| after an attack of polyarthritis, suffered 
carpine under the skin. The effect was | great pain and swelling in the left hip- 
surprising and almost instantaneous. A | joint. A puncture undertaken with an- 
quarter of an hour after the injection, the | tiseptic precautions gave exit to some 
patient was covered with sweat, saliva- one hundred centimetres (three ounces) 


lA CASE OF HEMORRHAGIC COXITIS CURED 





tion was established, and the hiccough | 


had ceased, not again to recur.—J6, | 
| 





THE USE OF OLEATE OF MERCURY IN EYE)! 
DISEASES. | 


M. Landezberg, M.D., in the Medical 
Times, says : 

From an experience extending over 
several months, gained in a large num- | 
ber of conjunctival and corneal affections, 
which I treated according to the same 
indications with the new preparation as 
formerly with the yellow oxide of mer- 
cury, I am fully justified in saying that 
the oleate of mercury has all the quali 
ties that will render it fit to supplant 
entirely the former preparation in ocu- 
listic practice. 

The oleate of mercury is mixed very | 
easily with cosmoline, undergoes no de- 





of a bloody fluid. The whole limb was 
put up in a plaster-of-Paris bandage, 
pain ceased at once, and a cure was ef- 
fected within a few weeks.—X. in Med. 
Times. 


| NITRATE OF SILVER INJECTION IN CHRON- 


IC DYSENTERY. 

Dr. H.C. Wood strongly recommends 
the solutions of nitrate of silver in the 
treatment of chronic dysentery. He dis- 
solves from forty to sixty grains of the 
salt in a quart of warm water, which he 
then throws into the bewels by means, 
preferably, of a gravity syringe, which 
enables the fluid to reach a high point in 
the affected colon. The injection is 
usually retained from five to fifteen min- 
utes, and may be repeated daily, or less 


‘often, as the case may demand.—Phila. 


composition or rancidity, and remains | Med. Times. 
for any length of time without the slight- | 
est alteration. It may be prepared in| 
its proper form by any skillful pharma-! This is the very latest novelty in the 
cist. The ointment presents a yellow- treatment of this disease. M. Bouchui 
ish, diaphanous appearance of slightly|has invented a cuirasse of vulcanized 
firm consistency. Brought between the india rubber, which he is said to have 
eyelids, it readily melts, and can be rub- used with success for the treatment o 
bed in so completely that not the small- | cancerous and other tumors of the breast. 
est particle remains. Its capability of |The idea is not new, experiments having 
assimilation and absorption is very great. | been tried in this direction without suc- 
The reaction of the eye upon the appli-!eess. An analogous method is the liga- 
cation is but inconsiderable, less than/ture of the nutrient artery of such a 
upon the use of the yellow oxide ointe | growth, as in disease of the tongue. 

ment. The ‘Lancet’ remarks that it is obvi- 


TREATMENT OF CANCER BY PRESSURE. 


The only precaution to be observed by | ous if pressure is to be effective it must 
the pharmacist, in preparing the oleate,|be applied around the periphery of the 
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growth, where the cell proliferation is 
most active. This must be obtained, it 
is said, by the careful adjustment of pads 
of cotton-wool. The neatest plan would 
seem to be the employment of compress- 
ed sponges, which might be bandaged 
firmly around a tumor of the breast, and 
then allowed to swell by imbibition of 
water. The constriction of the chest 
would. of course, be great and thoracic 
respiration seriously interfered with. 
But the patient might be kept in bed, 
where abdominal respiration might suf- 
fice.—Boston Med. & Surg. Jour. 


TREATMENT OF REMITTENT EEVER. 
Dr. Clay, in the “Nashville Medical 
Journal,” reports a case of bilious re- 
mittent fever as follows: 
R.—1. Hy4. chlo. mit............00000 grs. 10. 


To be taken in broken doses and followed with 
castor oil. 





R.—2. Pulv. opium 
TUM SCAMIPHON aside ides iaaeeew’ 
To be taken every four hours. 


R.—3. Tr. veratrum viridi gtt. ijss. 
MGONILE WOOE a ieisis oasis da aeadeuneae gtt. ijss. 


The quantity to be taken every two hours dur- 
ing exacerbations. 


R.—4. Sulphate® quinine.... .......... 
every four hours during remissions. 
Cold applications to head, sponging, cold 
drinks freely, good ventilation. 
In twenty-four hours the bowels had. 





moved gently. Patient expressed him- 
self as feeling much better, with some 
appetite. “Temperature, almost normal ; | 
pulse about the same as during remis- | 
sion. Urine highly colored, but no 
hemorrhage. 

Treatment,—Diseontinued use of seda- 
tives and mercury, lessened quantity of 
opium and camphor. Patient gradually 
improved, and on the fourth day of my 
attendance was dismissed, cured. 


CHLORAL AND GLYCERINE IN CONSTIPA- 
TION. 

A patient of a medical friend discov- 
ers that chloral solution relieves habit-| 
ual constipation. He had been injecting | 
chloral solution, 10 grains to 1 ounee, | 





with a bulb-pipette into the rectum, and 
externally tu the anus to relieve pruri- 
tus of the parts, when he discovered that 
he had a prompt evacuation of the bow- 
els. Thinking it an accident, he repeat- 
ed it often enough te convince himself 
and his physician. Dr. Hanson, of Da- 
vison’s Station, Michigan, uses one part 
of glycerine to six, eight or ten parts of 
warm water to produce the same effect. 


N. C. Med. Jour. 





THIERSCH ON CAUTERIZATION OF NEVI. 


London Medical Record: Dr. Thiersch 
applies over the surface of the tumor a 
little plate of copper, pierced at regular 
and small distances with small holes. 
Through these he passes a needle mount- 
ed in a cork, and previously heated in a 
spirit lamp. ‘ihe cauterization is thus 
effected very regularly. The same method 
is applicable to the liner division of the 


.j.| skin by a cutting needle, recently recom- 
i.} mended by Mr. Balmanno Squire.—Jb. 





JABORANDI IN OBSTINATE HICCOUGH. 

Dr. Ortille, of Lille, relates (Bull. de 
Therapeutique, May 15) a case of most 
obstinate hiccough, in which he had tried 
a great variety ef means, including elec- 
tricity and hypodermic morphia injec- 
tions—the hiccough even continuing 
during the sleep caused by this last. He 
then tried the hydrochlorate of pilocar- 
pin on account of its acton on the phre- 
nic nerve. A hypodermic injection of 
two centigrammes and a half was insert- 
ed with almost immediate effect, so that 
in a quarter of an hour, the patient was 
bathed in sweat, salivation was estab- 


‘lished, and the hiccough disappeared, 


never to return.—Med. Times and Gaz. 

Dr. Chenoweth, in the Louisville 
Medical News, says: “I do not not hes- 
itate to employ chloroform in the first 
stage of labor, which the presence of a 
rigid os promises to render tedious. I 
give it in the last stage of labor, which 
uterine contraction and a resisting peri- 
neum render more than ordinarily pain- 


ful. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULZ. 





TYPHO-MALARIAL FEVER. 


The following note from one of our 
esteemed readers I hope will attract at- 
tention. The subject is an important 
one, and, we trust, will call forth a prac- 
tical contribution from one er more of 
our readers. The editors have nothing 
specially new or important on the sub- 
ject: 

Exno, Texas, July 11, 1878. 
Dear Sir— 


Could you not get up an exhaustive 
paper on typho-malarial fever? I have 
as yet seen scarcely anything on the subject 
Even the text-books barely mention it, 
Yet, it is very common here, and is very 
fatal. I should like to have the patho- 
logical leisons—especially of the bowels. 
I saw some fifteen cases of it in Terrell 
last fall. There have already been some 
four or five here within the last three or 
four months, and this season bids fair to 
breed a large crop of it. 

You could not get out a more timely 
and useful paper. 

About fifty per cent. died of it. 

Yours, truly, 


R. Fower, M.D. 





RIGID Os- CAUTION. 

Dr. Evans (in Med. Brief) recom- 
mends the following large opiate as very 
efficient in protracted labors caused by 
rigid os, 


Bern a Acc hens obsxcoaneee oaue 1 grain. 
PRDEPMEND SoA NbehaK sooo ckawes ee 3 of grain. 
Subnit of bismuth.......... . ..10 grains. 


He says we get in this combination 
“‘the prompt effect in the morphine and 
the more lasting and uniform effect by 
combining the two.” We approve of 


the method of a decided opiate in such 
cases, but the practitioner must look out 
for idiosyncrasies as to opium, and re- 
member that so large a dose as above ade 


vised would not be borne with safety in 
|every case, 
In the same journal, Dr. Ruff advises 





' for tedious labors— 


PROMISED WILLD 5 5:55 04% nisin 5010 Ss0's wee oe oiees 1 grain 
Chioral hydrate... ........c0cseccececs 30 grains. 
Tinct. gelaeminum............+6. ..-14 drachms. 
AGG TO QOAKO, 0. 5 56.50 cn. scweiceecce « 2 ounces. 


Dose, tablespoonful every half hour, 
Here again we must caution the practi- 
tioner that the dose of gelseminum is toe 
large fur indiscriminate use. 





SALICYLIC ACID. 


Editor Reeord— 
Will you please tell me, through your 


|journal, what the best vehicle is for giv- 


ing salicylic acid, and oblige 
; W.C. R. 
To the above inquiry, we reply that 
on page 156 of our last year’s volume 
may be found an article on this subject, 
in which Dr. Barkley, of Kentucky, sug- 
gests the use of sweet spirits of nitre as 
the best solvent for salicylic acid. 


R.—Salicylic acid 
Sweet spts. nitre.............206 « eee 


re 


This may be diluted with water and 
given in doses of two to four drachms 
‘for an adult. One ounce of spirits nitre 
| will dissolve 16 grains of the pure acid. 
i The remedy may be used in the form of 
the salicylate of soda. The following 
formule have been recommended: 








R.—Acidi salicylici...........cccccceeeees dr. j 
Olei amygidale (expr.).............--> dr. v. 
PRU POOROUD 6.5.6. 6o00b eeu caseeeeds dr. ijss. 
ByTIDL GMIPANIS. 0... sess scenes dr. vj. 
Aqua aurantii flores...............6 02. ijj 

M. 
FOR CHILDREN (NO. 1). 

R.—Acidi salicylici............ccceseee: dr. j. 
RAD i ioxnwnsccinse wa swnaewesseens dr. ijss 

Dissolve. 
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(No. 2.) 
Potasail Cltratig.......cccccesscececess dr. j 
RyPUpl SUVANtHL .oooiicc cisicecss vse cece dr. ij 
AEGIS. n'<'0'0 oi Riise nioeinse sen dr. iijss. 
Mix with No. 1 and filter, and then 


dilute with water to taste. Dose, one| 
teaspoonful, | 


TO PREVENT DIPHTHERIA. 


Chapman, in his work on the “ An-' 
tagonism of Alcohol to Diphtheria,” | 
states that those exposed to infection | 
should be protected by having a free cir- | 
culation of air through the house, and | 
by taking a certain amount of alcohol | 
each day. The following formula is re- | 
commended : | 


! 


R.—Quinoidine, BBs civics aleoeieniwe ates gr. xij. | 
Cinchonie sulph f to.........0..eeeeee iv. | 
Acid. sulph. aromat.............00.0.- » ij. | 
i Is isa ccdxavncsssiass 12.02. Vij. | 


M. S. Fifteen drops to a tablespoon- | 
ful four or five times a day. | 

The same formula, with quinia sub- | 
stituted for quinoidine, is given to a pa-| 
tient who has the disease, only shorten- 
ing the interval to one or two hours. He 
holds also that alcohol is antidotal and 
remedial to scarlatina. In the latter 
disease, he uses— 
R.—Liq. ammoniz acetat., 

Sp. frumenti 

M. 8. Two teaspoonsful every hour 

and a half in water. 


aa. 02. ij. 


FOR NERVOUS PALPITATIONS. 


R.—Pulv. assafcetida................ grs. XXXVj. 
Digitalie: Pulivsiscicicccisccccaeeccscee grs. iij. 
xt: VALOPIRN OS 5.55 0is:eis:ei0's:0.6:sieis:e.0:0:0 grs. Vij. 


M. and make 20 pills, one to be taken 
morning and evening. NAPHEY. 


SUBSTITUTE FOR MOTHER'S MILK. 
Dr. Marsh (in Ob. Gazette) mentions | 
the following as the nearest approxima- 
tion to the mother’s milk that can be 
made: 





s 


| 
| 
} 


Comer eeeeceeeees cee eee covenece 


Sugar of milk one teaspoonful to a half pint of 
the mixture. 


FOR COLLEQUITIVE DIARRHEA. 
A favorite prescription of Prof. Da- 


ij.| Costa, of Philadelphia, in the latter 


stages of consumption attended by night 
sweats, diarrhcea and debilitating cough, 
is the following: 


R.—Morphe acetatis.........cseceseees grs. ij 
Potassli. cy@nid).....3..cccceceeessccs grs. j 
Acidi acetiol..........scseceseccecee, dr. j 
Ext. pruni. verginiane fluidi 
Misturce accaci®@, 88......++ee00..., 02. ij 

M. S. A teaspoonful 4 to 6 times per 
day.. 


Another goed formula for this condi- 
tion is the following : 

R.—Muriated tinc. iron,............0006: 

Muriatic acid, dilute 


M. Twenty drops before meals in half 
teacupful of sweetened water, drawn 
through a quill to proteet the teeth. 


weet esreoseessees 





ORGANIC HEART DISEASE, 
In palpitation from valvular disease 
or other organic heart trouble, the fol- 
lowing is very useful : 


R.—Spts. nitre compositus.............. dr. ij 
Tine. hyosciami........cceessseveee dr, jss 
Decocti senege...... eseeeeeeeeeees 02. iij. 
Mesture camph.........seeeeer eee. 0Z. iv. 


M. Dose, one or two tablespoonfuls 
frequently taken. 


Another— 
R.—Potassii bromidi......%...... soins gr. Xv. 
Tine. digitalis... ..ccees Pivaannes git. v. 


To be taken two or three times per 
day.—b. 





COUGH MIXTURE. 


In any severe cough where the tongue 
is red or the throat sore, the following 
is recommended by Dr. Powell, of 
Brompton, as asuperior remedy : 


R.—Potassii chloratis........ ...... .6- gr. xl 
Morph. muriatis.......... .......05 grs. ij 
GIS CORE cies oi eremenediernene dees oz. 4. 
SURUD Rae gecuus tee usosaneswwaumaecins 02. 33 


M. To be taken undiluted and slowly 
for both its local and constitutional ef- 
fect. Dose, one teaspoonful three or 
four times a day, 
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LEUCORH@A. 
Dr. Cronyn (in Buffalo Medical Jour- 


nal) recommends the following as injec- 
tion in ulceration of the os to be varied 
in strength according to the severity of 
the case : 

Acidi carbolici, 

Liq. plumbi subacet, 

Fluid Ext. papaveris, 

Glycerine, ; 

Aqua rosa. 

And also the following tonic medi- 
cines, by the stomach, for the relief of; 
the dozen and one complaints always at | 
tendant upon such cases : 





ee dr. iii 
Tinct. nucis vomica................¢. dr. ii 
BRMOLOMAINDD 5. 55 6sscc suse oecce ce 02. ii 
Aqua cinnamoni.................... 0z. | 
SYFMPUSIMPUCIB, .. 6. ..c.s cess cccees “ 
PEPUNOLD CRAs EeGG SEAS eSiKabehesas 02. viii, 


Signa.—One tablespoonful three time a day. 





NERVINE AND ANTISPASMODIC. 

A favorite prescription in the Hos-| 
pital of Chest Diseases, London, is the, 
following, useful in epilepsy, chorea, 
dysmenorrhe, hysterica epileptica and 
like nervous conditions: 

R.—Potassii bromidi 


CASTOR OIL EMULSION. 
Dr. Ezell (in the Louisville Medical 


News) recommends the following mix- 
ture as serving to deprive the oil of every 
disagreeable feature. It would seem to 
be well adapted as a purgative for deli- 
cate stomachs, where castor oil is indi- 
cated. In children especially it would 
answer well, and as a laxative in child- 


bed— 


Bs —OlONM PION sos co. 6 voces ew eses 1 ounce. 
Tinc. cardamon com.............. es 
OT a ee 4 drops 
Pulv. accacize 
bald. unaah ath, \ BO sce atetuae 2 drachms, 
Cinnamon water to make 4ounces. Mix. 


He does not direct the dose. We sug- 
gest that for an adult one-half the mix- 
ture should be given, and repeated in 
two hours. Forachild one or two years 
old a tablespoonful every hour until it 
operates. The cinnamon being astrin- 
gent, we suggest mint water instead. 


INSECTS. 


The Journal of Chemistry says that 
hot alum water is the best inseet destroy- 


Dekckswee vce gr. x : 
La ae gtt. xxx. | er known. Put the alum into hot water 
Tine. val. ammoniw................ gtt. xx.|and let it boil till the alum is dissolved; 


BNI ANN os oc is cdc ck ss oesan ews 
For one dose thrice daily. 





LACTOPEPTINE, 


In the treatment of infantile diarrheea, 
produced by imperfect digestion, we have 
had most satisfactory results from the 
use of lactopeptine ; also, in cases of ims 





paired digestion in old persons. This is 
one of the most valuable pharmaceutical | 
preparations that has been placed in the | 


j.|then ayply it hot with a brush to all 


cracks, closets, bedsteads, and other 
places where any insects are found. Ants, 
bed-bugs, cockroaches and creeping 
things are killed by it; while there isno 
danger of poisoning the family or injur- 
ing property. 


SUMMER COMPLAINT. 
Dr. Gibbon, of North Carolina, claims 








hands of the profession. Wetake plea-| great success in summer complaint of 
sure in attesting to its value from a con-| children. He gives 10 grains of sub. 
sidetable experience in the use of it.— nit. bismuth every 1, 2 or 3 hours ac- 
Cin. Lan. and Ob. cording to severity of the case. In 
—_— cholera infantum he gives first a dose of 

TONIC IN PHTHISIS. calomel and follows with the above 

Dr. Curran, of Dublin, uses the fol-' treatment. 

lowing as a superior tonic in the latter | 


stages of consumption : | CINNAMON IN HEMORRHAGE. 


PS Se 8sncenndscssevnaseennt gr. ij. Brew WI oo sso jens see sae ss ens 1 ounce. 
a ee SOO HONTOE) sues ocsaee .csnsnes Siok 


Dose, 5 to 30 drops oft repeated. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 





FORZEN AIR. 


M. Carelletet inclosed in a strong glass 
tube, dry air free from carbolic acid; he 
cooled with protoxide of nitrogen the 
upper part of the tube only. When the 
pressure was 200 atmospheres, streams 
of liquid air were seen flowing down the 
lower parts. When they met the mer- 
cury they seemed to turn back. 

At 310 atmospheres, the mercury be- 
ing in contact with the cooled part of the 
tube, was frozen, and on quickly remov- 
ing the refrigeratiug apparatus, it was 
seen to be covered with what was prob- 
ably frozen air. 


DYNAMITE. 

Mr. Starr, in the minutes of the Con- 
necticut State Board ot Agriculture, 
says : 

“T know but little about it (dynamite) 
except from results shown on my fields. 
A Mr. Parmelee, who makes it his busi- 
ness to blow up rocks with dynamite, 
passing my place, I asked him to experi- 
ment inone of my fields,which I proposed 
to clear of rocks, There was a large 
number of such as could not be blasted 
with powder, and I asked him what he 
could do. I said, ‘I want you to expe- 
riment, and if you satisfy me I will let 
you work for a day or two.’ I pointed 
to a rock 104 feet long, 54 wide, and 9 
or 10 inches thick ; such a rock as would 
be difficult to blast with powder. I took 
out my watch, and in 74 minutes the 
rock was in atoms. I directed him to 
another larger rock, a shallow one, and 
he destroyed it in about the same time. 
I then set him at work during the after- 
noon, and I wasso well pleased with the 
result that day, that I allowed him to 
work 24 days on my farm, for which I 
paid him $80, I took care to have as 
few of my men with him as possible, for 











fear of accident. Iam free to say that 
the same number of men, judging from 
the experience I have had in blasting 
for six years, could not have done in a 
month what he did in 24 days.” 





PREVALENCE OF OUR COMMON DISEASES 
IN JAPAN, 


Dr. Stuart Eldridge, of Yokohama, a 
distinguished physician, who has had a 
long and varied experience in this coun- 
try in hospital work and as an active 
practitioner, has kindly furnished me 
with the following data at my request : 
“Scarlet fever almost unknown, never 
epidemic. Diphtheria almost unknown, 
never epidemic. Severer forms of bowel 
disease, such as dysentery and chronic 
diarrhea, very rare. Malarial diseases 
of a severe nature, uncommon ; even the 
milder forms in most localities not com- 
mon. ‘Typhoid and typhus rarely epi- 
demic, the latter uncommon.” 

With, these facts before us, let us ex- 
amine the conditions of living among 
these people. It is well known that their 
houses are so arranged that the winds 
blow through them trom one end to the 
other. In summer they aie entirely 
open. Prof. E. 8. Morse, 


in Popular Seience Monthly for Jan. 





METALS IN THE SUN. 


Out of the fitty-one metals with which 
we are acquainted here, more than 30 
have, by means of the spectroscope, been 
discovered in the sun, and a distinguish- 
ed scientist expresses the opinion that 
thesun consists wholly of metallic sub- 
stances. 





Ir is said that in China the telephone 
is used on a largescale. Very conveni- 
ent, as the nature of the Chinese language 
prevents the use of the telegraph. 
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@ee" Brief and practical communications are solicited on all subjects pertaining to medicine ; also reports of 

cases in practice. 

("Send money by check, postal order or registered letter. 

G2" Write your name,post-oflice, county and State plainly. 





NOTICE. | fellowship, or like motive, an unprofessional act 
This number of our journal wi!! be sentto many | be indorsed or ignored by a member of the profes- 








We v‘espectfully ask 
They will not regret it. | 


who are not subscribers. 
them to try our journal. 


The back numbers can be supplied, or may sub-| 


scribe for six months from the July number. 


TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 
Please remit your subscriptions for the present | 


year at once. Don’t put it off. This isthe tightest | 
We greatly | | 


season of the year in journalism. 
need the many small amounts which in theag- | 
gregate are very necessary to us. 
notice thereof and govern yourselves accordingly. 


IS IT QUACKERY ? 


The following card has been sent us by a medi- | 


cal friend as emanating from a professed regular 
practitioner in Arkansas : 
“DR. ; 
PRACTICING PHYSICIAN. 

«« Special attention paid to Scrofula, Rheumatism, 
and Diseases of Women and Children. Syphilis per- 
manently cured without mercury.” 

Our opinion is asked as te whether the card is 
ethical. The physicians in the place refuse to 
consult with the party, nut only because the card 
itself is doubtful, but his conduct is otherwise 
unprofessional; and yet, inquiries touching his 
standing in other communities have been answer- 
ed in his favor. 

We hesitate not to say that the above card car- 
ries on its face unmistakable evidences of delib- 
erate quackery. Those at a distance, whe have 
recommended him, are, however, not necessarily 
involved in censure, as his past career may have 
conformed to the highest professional standards, 
while his removal to another field may have been 
for the express purpose of entering upon a career 
of quackery. 

If, however, from personal friendship and ring 





Please take due | 





| sion, or by a medical society, such member and 
| such society is particeps criminis, and equally cul- 


| pable with the offending party. 
It is not surprising, when we consider the ig- 


| norance of the publio—even of intelligent men— 
{= regard to medical science, and the propensity 


|of the people to accept the pretensions and pay 
their money to boastful and brazen-faced empirics, 
that men, weak in principle, should be found who 
yield to the temptation to enter the easier, and 
| ofttimes, we are sorry to say, the more successful 


| arena of fraud and deception. 


As to whether specialties are or are not strictly 


| ethical is a question upon which muc' difference 


of opinion exists in the profession. The code for- 
bidsthem. But many good men in the profeasion 
advocate them as the best means of development 
and progress in the various branches of medical 
science. It being cla‘med that human life is too 
short, and the medical sciences too wide and ex- 
tensive for any one man to do justice to the whole. 
When this question was sprung at the last meeting 
of the Georgia Medical Association, a majority 
seemed to hold the position that it is legitimate 
and proper for one who has first gone through 
with the entire curriculum of our colleges, and de- 
voted himself for a time to the general practice, to 
take a specialty, and thoroughly perfecting him- 
self therein, give exclusive attention to its study 
and practice. Every one cannot, of course, be 
specialists, but the general practitioner, it was 
claimed, would gladly have such specialist, to 
whom he could turn over cases which he was not 
himself able or prepared to manage, provided the 
specialist would treat him with due consideration 
and courtesy as the family physician. Such a@ 
specialist, confining himself to hig legitimate 
branch, and having at hand all proper instru- 
ments and appliances for its proper and success- 
ful practice, and who dees not travel from point 
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to point, or advertise himself in unprofessional 
ways, is generally not only tolerated, but honored 
by the profession at large. We think it, there~ 
fore, probable that a specialism of the form just 
described will, at no distant day, be recognized 
and inculcated in the code of ethics, 


COCA ERYTHROXYLON. 

To a note of inquiry from a medical friend we 
answer: Little is known, experimentally, of the 
Coca Erythroxylon in this country, as its intro- 
duetien is recent. Its effects upon the nervous 
system are very similar but perhaps more pro- 
longed than those resulting from coffee, produc- 
ing considerable excitation of the circulatory and 
nervous systems, and a feeling of exhileration and 
vigor followed by wakefulness. 

In cases of debility from insufficient food as loss 
of sleep, it tones up the system, increasing the 
muscular energy and thus proving very useful to 
soldiers when under long and exhaustive marches. 
The leaves are not in this market, but the fluid 
extract may be obtained. 

Dr. Verardini, of Bologna, recommends its use 


in connection with ergot in paralytic cases. A 
preparation obtained from the leaves, known as 
the sulphate of cocaina has been found useful in 
intermittent fevers. 


‘CRAWFORD W. LONG. 

Just as we go to press we have received a Tribute 
of Respect prepared by the physicians of Athens 
to Dr. Crawrorp W. Lone, who died in November 
last, received too late for insertion in the present 
number of our journal. 

Dr. Long was, without doubt, the discoverer of 
anesthesia by sulphuric ether. The committe 
who drew up tho paper claim this for him, and 
appeal to the legislature of Georgia to erecta 
monument to his memory by reason of his great 
discovery. It is right that this should be done, 
and the profession everywhere, especially in Geor- 
gia, should encourage this proposition, and should 
hasten to accord to Dr. Long the honor due him, 
and which has, to the shame of the profession in 
our State, been heretofore neglected. 

Not only a monument should be erected, but a 
substantial and liberal appropriation should be 
made to his family, and this should not be defer- 
red, as is generally done, until the immediete 
relatives are dead and gone, to be enjoyed and 
quarreled over perhaps by remote descendents or 
heirs who may feel no interest in his memory, 
and have no proper sense or appreciation of the 
henor and benefits conferred. 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


BERBERIDACEX, — The botanical description, 
commercial histery, medical properties and phar- 
maceutical preparations, By C. G. & J. N. Lloyd, 
Cincinnati. 

This is an interesting pamphlet of 16 pages, 
which the author proposes to furnish to any mem- 
ber of the profession who will enclose a stamp to 
cover postage. 

The native genera of the nat. ord. Berberidacex 
are Berberis, Caulophyllumthaliccroides, Dy- 
phyllum, Jeffersonia Podophyllum, Vancouveria 
aud Achyls. These several varieties are described 
by the author, and a beautiful illustration of the 
| Berberis is given. 





Tue Sunny Sovra—A weekly paper, devoted 
| to Literature, Romance, Science, Education, Tem- 
'perance and Southern progress. J.H. & W, B. 
Seals editors and proprietors, Mrs. Mary E. 
Bryan associate editor, Atlanta, Ga. Terms, $3 
per annum in advance. 

We take pleasure in recommending the above 
paper toour readers as an excellent one. The 
Messrs. Seals are both able and experienced jour- 
nalists, and have brought to their aid the editorial 
services of Mrs, Mary E. Bryin, of whose great 
talent and popularity asa writer the Southern 
people are justly proud. 

The ruinous and suicidal habit of the Southern 
people to disparage and neglect all literary en- 
terprises in their midst, can find no shadow of 
pretext in the case of the Sunny Sourn, as it is 


fully equal, if not superior to the best Northern 
journals, and is eminently worthy of patronage 
and support. W. 


Cuoxecrstotomy, for the removal of gall-stones 
in dropsy of the gall-bladder, by J. Marion Sims, 
M.D., founder of the Woman’s Hospital of the 
State of New York, ex-President of American 
Medical Association, etc.. ete. 

An interesting paper giving an account of the 
removal of gall-stones from the gall-bladder by a 
remarkable operation, which, though skilfully 
performed, resulted unfavorably. 

Tue BEst Pocket Anatomist—By C. Henry Leon- 
ard, A.M. M.D., Detroit, Michigan, pp. 60. 
Price 50 cents. 

A very useful little work for medical students. 
Antaconism of Alcohol and Diphtheria, by E. N. 

Chapman, A. M., M.D., Prof. of Materia Medi- 

caand Therapeutics and Clinical Midwifery, 

etc., etc. 





A neat little work of 98 pages, containing both 
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theoretical and practical suggestions which should 
be examined by the profession. 


Mepicat Execrriciry.—Electro vapor and medi- 
cated baths for the cure of chronic and specific 
diseases not amenable to ordinary remedies. By 
Dr. C. V. Meador, Little Rock, Ark. 

A neat little work of 30 pages. 


Arias oF Skin Diszases, by Louis A. Duhring, M. 
D., Prof. of Skin Diseases in the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania ete. Part IV. 
Phijadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1878. 
Price $2.50 per part. 

On a former occasion we referred to this excel- 
lent work. Inthe present number we have life 
illustrations of vitiligo, alopecia, areata, tinea 
favosa, eczema rubrum, Every medical man 
ought to possess himself of this beautiful; practi- 
cal and useful work of Prof. Duhring. 


OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL AS- | 


SOCIATION 
APPOINTED AT ITS LATE MEETING: 

President—Theophilus Marvin, MD, of Indiana. 

Vice-Presidents—A J Fuller, MD, of Maine; W 
F Westmoreland, MD, of Georgia; John Morris, 
MD, of Maryland; John H Murphy, MD, of Min- 
nesota. 

Treasurer—Richard J Dunglison, MD, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Librarian—Wm Lee, MD, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Committee of Library—John Eliot, MD, of the 
District of Columbia. 

Next plece of mceting—Atlanta, Goorgia. 

Time of meeting—The fiirst Tuesday in May, 
1879. 

Assistant Secretary—Scott Todd, MD, of Atlan- 
ta, Georgia. 

Committee on Arrangements—Drs, J P Logan, 
chairman; H V M Miller, G G Crawford, H L 
Wilson, JF Alexander, J M Johnson, Charles 
Pinckney, V H Talliaferro, JT Johnson, of At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Drs. Robert Bat- 
tey, of Rome, Ga; J G Westmoreland, of Atlanta, 
Ga; Wm A Love, of Atlanta, Ga; Robert Ridley, 
of Atlanta, Ga; Henry F Campbell, of Augusta, 
Ga; J H Van Deman, of Chattanooga Tenn. — 

Committee on Publication—Drsa. Wm B Atkin- 
son, chairman; T M Drysdale, A Fricke, S D 
Gross, C Wister, RJ Dunglison, of Penn; and 
Wm Lee, of the District of Columbia, 


EPHRAIM McDOWELL, M.D. 
A monument is soon to be erected in honor of 
Dr. McDowell as the father of ovarictomy. It 


will be a shaft of granite, 30 feet high, with an 
appropriate inscription upon it. 


DERMATOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The American Dermatological Association will 
be held at Saratoga Springs, New York, on the 
27th to the 29th of the present month, August, 
1878. Physicians are invited to be present. 


= 





DEATH OF DR. TAYLOR. 


We regret to learn that Dr. J.N. Taylor, of Co- 
tile, Louisiana, is dead. 


A NICE THING FOR A DOCTOR. 





The place mentioned in our last number, as ad- 
| mirably suited for a hygiene home, is at a railroad 
| village in upper Georgia, and is equally well suit- 
led for a stock or dairy farm, 125 acres, one-half 
|in cultivation, with springs, orchard, dwelling, 
‘etc. Address Business Manager of this journal. 


OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT, 


Our advertising department is growing, and is 
becoming an important feature of our journal. A 
subscriber has complained of this, supposing that 
we drew upon our space for reading matter to 
make room for advertisements. This is a mistake. 
Our reading matter is never diminished, but re- 
mains the same, and the advertising is thrown in, 
so far as our readers are concerned. The more 
advertisements we have the better able are we to 
supply a good journal. 








TILDEN & CO. 


See advertisement by the above large and well 
known house of their Ergot and Bromo-chloralum, 





| LOEFLUND’S EXTRACT OF MALT AND LIE- 
BIG’S FOOD FOR INFANTS. 
We ask special attention to the advertisement of 
the above article by Albert C. Dung, Druggist, 
New York. 


FRANKLIN PRINTING HOUSE. 
We invite attention to the advertisement of this 
large and popular printing establishment in At- 
lanta. 


REED & CARNRICK. 
Notice carefully the two page advertisement of 
the above large and well established house in the 
present issue of our journal. 


ReckIPTED.—Drsa, Cheatham & Brother, E A 
Rowan, R W Rea, WD Hunt, O W Hornsby, J 
B Rumph, E H Greene, 6 ms. 














